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St. Mary Romanian 


Orthodox Cathedral 
3256 Warren Road, Cleveland, Ohio 44111 


cordially invites you to the 


BLESSING OF THE 
CHURCH ICONOGRAPHY 


Vespers - Saturday June 7 - 5 P.M. 


Hierarchal Liturgy - Sunday June 8 - 9:30 A.M. 
His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel presiding 


Festive Banquet 1:00 P.M. 


For Reservations call 216-941-5550 
Adults: $20 Children under 12: $10.00 


CONSECRATION VIDEOS 
Now AVAILABLE! 


Professionally-produced videos of the conse- 
cration of His Grace, Bishop IRINEU are now 
available for purchase. Contact: St. Innocent / 
Firebird Productions, 27. Menlo Park Dr., 
Belleville MI 48111 Phone 734-699-0870 Fax 
734-699-1295 Email info @firebirdvideos.com 
Website www.firebirdvideos.com/videos/ 
videosinenglish/bishopirineu.htm. % 
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Hoty Synop oF BisHors MEETS IN SPRING SESSION 


SYOSSET, NY [OCA Communications] - A new 
and comprehensive set of “Policies, Standards, and 
Procedures on Sexual Misconduct” were adopted by 
members of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Ortho- 
dox Church in America during their Spring Session 
March 31 - April 3, 2003. The hierarchs, meeting 
under the chairmanship of His Beatitude, Metropoli- 
tan Herman, the Church’s Primate, adopted a new and 
comprehensive set of policies, standards and proce- 
dures for use through the Church after a detailed pre- 
sentation and discussion of the draft text, “Policies, 
Standards, and Procedures of the Orthodox Church in 
America on Sexual Misconduct,” offered by Attorney 
William White of the legal firm of Russin & Vecchi. 
While combining the OCA’s existing rules and poli- 
cies on sexual misconduct by clergy and lay persons 
acting on behalf of the Church, the new “Policies , 
Standards, and Procedures on Sexual Misconduct” 
supersede the “Official Guidelines for Sexual Mis- 
conduct,” adopted by the Holy Synod in 1994, and the 
“Guidelines for Parishes for Reducing the Risk of 
Child Sexual Abuse,” adopted by the hierarchs in 
October 2002. In every instance, the new document 
complies with current insurance requirements and takes 
into consideration decisions made by civil authorities 
since 1994. This document is being prepared for gen- 
eral distribution to all parishes and institutions. 

The document also mandates the creation of an 
Office for Review of Sexual Misconduct Allegations. 
Under the direct authority of the Metropolitan, the 
office will be responsible to the Holy Synod of Bish- 
ops and will be supervised on a day-to-day basis by 
the OCA Chancellor. In addressing sexual miscon- 
duct issues, the Holy Synod was guided by its pastoral 
concern for the well-being of the Church and her 
members, seeking to protect the vulnerable from inap- 
propriate behavior by those representing the Church. 

In another major decision, members of the Holy 
Synod selected Toronto as the site of the 14th All- 
American Council (AAC), slated to convene in 2005, 
after reviewing a comprehensive report by the Very 
Rev. Myron Manzuk, AAC Manager. The hierarchs 
also approved the establishment of the project team 
responsible for the Council’s preparation. In addition 
to Protopresbyter Robert Kondratick, Chancellor, and 
Dr. Alice Woog, Project Team Director, the Very 
Revs. William Evansky, John Dresko and Joseph Fes- 
ter, Mr. Joseph Kormos, Mrs. Michelle Jannakos, and 
Mrs. Faith Williamson, were appointed to the team. 

Metropolitan Herman opened the Spring Session 


by delivering a comprehensive report on his ministry 


as primate. “We come together in difficult times as 


"the United States and members of other coalition forces 
“are waging war in Iraq,” Metropolitan Herman stated. 


“We pray that the Lord will bring the war to a speedy 
end. We pray, especially, for our sons and daughters 


“in the armed forces, for their families and loved ones 
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who anxiously await their safe return, and for our 
military chaplains who minister to them in the name 
of Christ.” While noting the “good relationships” the 
OCA enjoys with sister Orthodox Churches around 
the world, Metropolitan Herman emphasized the cen- 
trality of proclaiming the Gospel in its fullness. “We 
cannot forget our primary focus and primary respon- 
sibility,’ Metropolitan Herman stated. “We realize 
that our ministry and our mission take place here on 
this continent and are directed to the people of this 
continent - those who have been entrusted to us by the 
Lord Himself.” 

Father Kondratick briefed the hierarchs on the work 
of the Chancery and its staff, the enthusiastic ap- 
proach displayed by members of the newly reorga- 
nized Church-wide departments, and a number of is- 
sues concerning the OCA’s seminaries, monasteries, 
and institutions. He noted that, despite the current 
economic crisis, response to the three Church-wide 
appeals has been positive. He also reported that five 
OCA chaplains are currently deployed on active duty 
in the Middle East. The five chaplains who are cur- 
rently deployed include the Rev. John D. Brown, the 
Rev. Timothy Ullmann, the Rev. Joseph Velez, the 
Rev. Mark Koczak, and the Very Rev. Jerome 
Cwiklinski. 

In addition to hearing reports from the Very Rev. 
Dimitri Oselinsky, Treasurer; the Very Rev. Joseph 
Fester, Executive Director of the Fellowship of Or- 
thodox Stewards; Mr. David Lucs, Director of Special 
Appeals; and numerous departments, boards and com- 
missions, the hierarchs reported on the lives of their 
respective dioceses. It was suggested that the role of 
the dioceses and their relationship to the Church at 
large be a focus of discussion at the 14th All-Ameri- 
can Council. 

An extensive report by the Department of External 
Affairs and Interchurch Relations was also presented, 
focusing on inter-Orthodox relations in North America 
and around the world. 

The hierarchs reviewed a number of other major 
items before concluding their meeting. In response to 
a request by Metropolitan Herman, members of the 
Holy Synod approved a proposal to construct a mu- 
seum, icon repository, bookstore and religious center 
at Saint Tikhon Monastery to mark the monastery’s 
100th Anniversary in 2005. The building will be named 
in honor of Metropolitan Theodosius and will house 
many items he has donated to the Church. 

At the request of the Department of Evangelization, 
the hierarchs blessed the convocation of a national 
evangelism conference at the Life-Giving Spring Re- 
treat Center, Boulder City, NV, June 9-11, 2003. Working 
with the diocesan representatives to the department, 
information will be sent to chancellors and local deans 
encouraging their participation in the conference. 

Cont. on page 10 
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THE DIVINE LITURGY: 
THE PRESENCE OF GobD’S KINGDOM 


By Very Rev. Father Laurence Lazar 


In the Gospel of St. John, we are told that “God is 
love.” Therefore, “In the beginning,” God created 
everything as an act of love, because love isn’t love 
unless it is expressed and shared. In physical, created 
form, everything was an expression of His infinite 
goodness, bounty, beauty, peace, joy, and love. All 
was a reflection of Him, a virtual Paradise filled with 
His presence, His eternal Kingdom on earth; and He 
looked at all He had created and He said, “It is good,” 
and He blessed it. 

And the ultimate reflection of God in creation was 
man; made in God’s own image and likeness, the icon 
of God Himself. We were made from the dust of the 
earth, but blessed with free will and given life when 
the Spirit of God was breathed into us. We were made 
to personally share God’s existence and the blessings 
of His Kingdom, being united with and being given 
life, nourishment and purpose by God Himself; made 
to share with the rest of creation God’s love through- 
out eternity. God’s good and perfect Kingdom was at 
peace, for Heaven and earth were united in holy com- 
munion. 

Then man turned away from his source of life and 
joy. He sinned. As St. Basil the Great’s prayer says, 
“he allowed himself to be deceived by the serpent 
(Satan). He ignored your warning and disobeyed you, 
thus taking for himself the reward of death for his 
sinfulness.” Adam (i.e. man) broke his union with 
God, for he refused to live in thanksgiving for all God 
had done. He selfishly failed to offer to God what 
belonged to Him: glory, honor, praise, and thanksgiv- 
ing; and the consequence was that he was cast out of 
the beautiful “Garden,” the dwelling place of God 
with man, the world as it was intended to be. The 
gates of Paradise were closed and the seraphim with 
a fiery sword prevented his re-entry. Man could no 
longer live in his original and intended home. He lost 
his place in the Kingdom where he walked with God 
the Almighty; and all of his earthly troubles, pain, 
heartache, sicknesses, and ultimate physical death, all 
which had not created but were the penalty of evil and 
sin, became his plight. And, as one of our Lenten 
hymns says, “Adam stood outside, weeping at the 
gates of Paradise.” 

Yet, God is love and He, according to St. Basil the 
Great’s Liturgy, “could not bear to see mankind op- 
pressed by the devil, and so He came and saved us.” 
He sent us His Son. “The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us” (Jn 1). The eternal Word of the 
uncreated God, through whose power creation came 
to be, became one of us so that He could destroy sin 
in His own flesh, and those who had died through 
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Adam’s sin could be raised to new life. The Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom puts it this way: “You (God) 
brought us from non-existence into existence, and 
when we fell you again raised us up to heaven and 
bestowed on us your kingdom which is to come.” 

Over thousands of years, He sent prophets to an- 
nounce the coming of salvation in the person of the 
Messiah (i.e. Savior), the Christ (i.e. Anointed One of 
God), the perfect Lamb who would offer what Adam 
failed to offer, his life as a sacrifice of praise. He 
would be the sacrifice to pay man’s debt, his ransom 
from death, a perfect sacrificial Lamb, God Himself 
in the person of Man. God would become one of us, 
so that we could once again become like God, and the 
joy of His Kingdom would be restored. Jesus Christ 
would become the new Adam of a regenerated, re- 
newed, and redeemed creation. 

Then, 2000 years ago, the One foretold by Isaiah (c 
800 yrs. before), the One who would wipe away our 
tears, destroy the power death has over us, re-open the 
gates of Paradise, reunite heaven and earth, and re- 
store communion between God and man, between 
Creator and creature, was born on earth: Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, God and Savior, in whom the fullness of 
God’s Kingdom dwells, for He Himself is the King. 

St. John the Forerunner, the last and greatest of the 
prophets, who prepared the way of the Lord, saw Him 
approaching and proclaimed, “Behold the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.” The Savior 
was baptized and after fasting for forty days begins to 
preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand.” 
St. Matthew tells us that from prison John sent his 
disciples to ask if Jesus was actually the awaited 
Messiah, and Jesus answered rhetorically, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their 
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor 
have good news preached to them” (Mt. 11). St. Luke’s 
Gospel says that “Jesus went to the synagogue in 
Nazareth and read aloud from the book of the prophet 
Isaiah, ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 


has anointed me to preach the good news to the poor. . 


He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 


recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those | 


who are oppressed ...’. And closing the book, he sat 
down and said, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing’.” He was saying that in His person, 
the Kingdom of God was at hand, was present. 


Now, let's come to us today, since Christ is the one — 


“who for us men and our salvation came down from ~ 


: 


heaven” (Creed). What sacrifice can “I” make? None, 
for the perfect sacrifice of Christ has already been 
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made and accepted by our heavenly Father. But my 
calling and only hope and joy is to surrender to Him, 
so that united with Him He can take me to the Father: 
What can I offer? I can only offer myself, my own 
being, as weak and unworthy as I am. And how can I 
participate in the Kingdom which is to come? By 
understanding that while the Kingdom “is to come” 
(meaning that it will be fulfilled at the end of time, the 
Parousia), it has already been established here on 
earth by Christ’s birth, death and resurrection; and, / 
have already been received into it. The Church or, as 
St. Paul called it, the Body of Christ (He being the 
head and we its members) is God’s Kingdom. And in 
the Divine Liturgy, Christ has given those properly 
prepared and united to Him as members of His Body, 
the means of that renewed Communion with God the 
Father by the power of His Holy Spirit; of experienc- 
ing already here on earth the Kingdom which is to 
come, of feasting here and now on the Bread of Life 
and Fountain of Immortality, of standing face to face 
with God as Adam did in the Garden. 

Our Lord told us in Jn 14:6, “I am the Way (to the 
Father), the Truth (from and about God) and the Life 
(the One by whose power creation exists).” He said, “I 
am the living bread which has come down from heaven. 
Anyone who eats this bread will live forever; and the 
bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the 
world” (Jn 6). He said, “Take, eat, this is my Body 
which is broken for you, for the forgiveness of sins! 
Drink of this, all of you! This is my Blood of the new 
convenant which is shed for you and for many, for the 
forgiveness of sins!” (Mt 26). He said, “Do this in 
memory of me” (1 Cor 11). And it is in the Divine 
Liturgy alone that this becomes reality. When the 
People of God gather as the Body of Jesus Christ, the 
Kingdom is present, for eternal life is offered to all 
who are one with Him. Life on earth becomes, once 
again, a Eucharistic celebration, that is, an act of 
thanksgiving for all God has and will do for His chil- 
dren; for the Church (the ekkivoLo) is the gathering 
of those united in (i.e. in communion with) Christ, 
offering itself to Him, praising Him and praying for 
salvation through Him. 

We must acknowledge our dependence on God. 
We, each, must surrender ourselves to Him in grati- 
tude, realizing that nothing we could ever do will 
make us worthy; and, yet, He has already lovingly 

welcomed us into His Kingdom through the water of 
baptism. Through Chrismation (Holy Myron), His Holy 
Spirit gives us the power to live His life in this world; 
anointing each of us just as He is the Anointed One of 
God. But most important of all, at every Divine Lit- 
urgy, He offers us Holy Communion with Him, His 
own life-giving Body and precious Blood, which He 
voluntarily offered for the life of the world and its 
salvation. This is the precious Sacrament through which 
we, united to each other and to Him, become the 
Church. It is within the Liturgy that we, in, and being 
led by Christ, are able to ascend to the Throne of the 
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Father who welcomes us at the Banquet Table of 
eternal life. It is only in the Liturgy that heaven and 
earth, Creator and creature, God and man, Father and 
children, are once again united, as was God’s inten- 
tion “in the beginning.” 

And so, if life in the Kingdom of God is more 
precious to me than anything else, then when the 
bishop or priest proclaims: “Blessed is the Kingdom 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” at 
the beginning of the Liturgy, J must be present. I must 
take my place with the family of God, the Church, for 
liturgy literally means “the communal work of the 
people.” If I desire the Pearl of Great Price above all, 
then when the Word of God is proclaimed in the 
Liturgy, J must be present and listening and absorbing 
it. It | accept Christ’s warning that, “if you do not eat 
the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you 
will not have life in you” (Jn 6), then J must be present 
and humbly prepared to receive it for my eternal sal- 
vation, whenever and as often as it is offered, or for 
whom is the call made, “In fear and in faith draw near 
and communicate in holiness!” if not for me? And if 
I rejoice in being nourished on His Word and given 
the Food of Life, then having been present and having 
seen the True Light, I must also accept my calling to 
go out into the world to share this Good News with 
others, as the great saints and martyrs have done 
throughout history. They labored for their own salva- 
tion; and, in the process, joyfully passed to us the holy 
Orthodox Faith, the Ark of salvation, just as Noah’s 
Ark carried him and his family from certain destruc- 
tion to the safety of Mt. Ararat. 

Brothers and sisters, Psalm 133 reminds us of “How 
good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity.” 
But, how much more beautiful it is when God and His 
People are united in His Kingdom, made present and 
intimately offered to us in the Divine Liturgy; for in 
this world, bread and wine are simply that, but when 
our lives are offered with that of Our Lord on the 
Table of the Father, then by the descent of the Holy 
Spirit (during the Ennkivoi(, of the Divine Liturgy) 
they become our source of eternal life. Again, the 
Liturgy is not just one of the sacraments. It is the very 
sacrament by which God’s People become the Church, 
Christ’s Body; for in union with Him, all the faithful, 
those living on earth and those who have already gone 
to their rest, are united by the bond of His incompre- 
hensible love. It is the mystery by which we share in 
the eternal communion of the Holy Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit; for united to one another, Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God and Son of Man, leads us to the 
Throne of His Father, our Father, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. It is the mystery through which our mun- 
dane lives are transformed and celebrated as a step 
into Paradise, whose gates have been reopened to us. 
The Divine Liturgy is for us an ascent to Mt. Tabor, 
where Our Lord was transfigured and His divine glory, 
the uncreated Light of the Godhead, was revealed to 

Cont. on page 10 
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Continued from March issue ... 


FATHERS AND 
TEACHERS OF THE 
CHURCH 


(Arranged by date of death) 
The Fourth and Fifth Centuries 
2. In the West 


St. SYMEON the New Theologian 1020 

Raised in the imperial court of Constantinople, he 
early attended the Studite monastery where, under the 
direction of Symeon the Devout, he labored in the strict- 
est ascetic life. Elected abbot of the monastery of St. 
Mamas, he renewed it spiritually with his teachings. He 
suffered much from monks who did not desire such 
strict teachings, as well as over the veneration of his 
own spiritual father after the latter’s death. Commemo- 
rated March 12 and October 12. His homilies on spiri- 
tual life, on the highest as well as a common level, have 
an honored place in the Philokalia, and are so profound 
that they have-earned him the title of “New Theolo- 
gian.” 


Blessed THEOPHYLACTUS of Bulgaria  c. 1085 

A native of Constantinople, he received a good clas- 
sical education and became bishop of Ochrida in Bul- 
garia when it was still under Byzantine rule. He is 
mainly known for his commentaries on almost all the 
books of the New Testament, where he followed closely 
the commentaries of St. John Chrysostom. He wrote 
also homilies, letters, and an accusation against the er- 
rors of the Latins which, while mild in tone, emphasizes 
the impossibility of accepting the filioque. 


St. GREGORY Palamas 1359 

A learned monk of Mt. Athos of exalted spiritual life; 
later he became archbishop of Thessalonika. He fought 
the heresy of the Latinizer Barlaam of Calabria, who 
rose against the contemplative life of the hesychast monks 
(those living in silence) and taught that the light of Mt. 
Tabor and the grace of God in general is something 
created. St. Gregory, in his many treatises on this sub- 
ject, distinguishes between the Essence and the Ener- 
gies of God, both being equally uncreated; through the 
uncreated Energies, man can have true communion with 
God, which would not be the case if Barlaam’s opinions 
were correct. Commemorated November 14 and on the 
Second Sunday of Lent — the latter feast a special 
recognition of his importance in the defense of Ortho- 
doxy. 


St. MARK of Ephesus 1444 

A learned man and devout monk, he was ordained 
Metropolitan of Ephesus and accompanied the Byzan- 
tine Emperor to the false union council of Florence 
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(1439), where he alone defended the fullness of Ortho- 
dox teaching against the concessions of Latin doctrine 
which the Pope demanded. His addresses at the council 
against the Latin doctrines of purgatory and the filioque 
remain a model of Orthodox teaching, and his epistles 
after the council were instrumental in causing the Or- 
thodox Church to reject the union. Commemorated Janu- 
ary 19. 


St. NICODEMUS the Hagiorite 1809 

A monk of various sketes of Mt. Athos, he was a 
leader (together with St. Macarius of Corinth in Greece 
and Blessed Paisius Velichkovsky for Russia) of the 
18th-century Orthodox movement of return to the sources 
of the Church’s faith and piety. He combined the strict- 
est ascetic life with an immense labor of writing. His 
works are all directed to the practical benefit of Ortho- 
dox Christians; they include Lives of all the major saints 
of the Church (Great Synaxaristis) and of the new mar- 
tyrs of Greece, the Evergetinos, (sayings of the desert 
fathers), a Handbook of Counsel on spiritual life, Un- 
seen Warfare, commentaries especially on the epistles 
of St. Paul, the Rudder (a collection of the Church’s 
canons), and many others. He was a zealous defender of 
Orthodox teaching and practice against the innovations 
of the Latins. Commemorated July 14. 


Bishop IGNATIUS Brianchaninov 1867 

An offspring of the monastic tradition of Blessed 
Paisius Velichkovsky, he was a leading apologist in 
Russia for Orthodox monasticism and Patristic Ortho- 
doxy against the errors of modern secular “enlighten- 
ment.” He was an especially keen critic of wrong ap- 
proaches in spiritual life and exposed the many forms of 
spiritual deception (prelest). His works include The Arena 
(addressed to the monastics of the last times), On the 
Prayer of Jesus and numerous homilies on aspects of 
the spiritual life. 


Bishop THEOPHAN the Recluse 1894 

After retiring from the bishopric in 1866, he con- 
ducted a work of Orthodox enlightenment in Russia 
similar to that of St. Nicodemus in Greece. He translated 
into Russian the Philokalia, Unseen Warfare, and many 
homilies of St. Symeon the New Theologian; he wrote 
detailed commentaries on the epistles of St. Paul, several 
basic textbooks of spiritual life (The Path of Salvation, 
What the Spiritual Life Is), and numerous letters on 
spiritual and moral life. Like Bishop Ignatius, he was 
especially concerned to preserve the purity of the Ortho- 
dox world view against modern “enlightenment.” 


St. JOHN of Kronstadt 1907 

A Russian parish priest who was a wonderworker in 
the spirit of the ancient saints of Orthodoxy, he revealed 
himself in his diaries and sermons as a defender of 
Patristic faith and piety against the errors of modern 
times. His My Life in Christ is a treasury of Orthodox 
attitudes and world-view. Commemorated October 19 
and December 20. 
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BELL COMMEMORATING 9/11 VicTIMS 
PRESENTED TO GREEK ARCHDIOCESE 


NEW YORK, NY [OCA Com- 
munications] — One of two bells 
cast at a Moscow foundry to com- 
memorate the victims of the Sep- 
tember 11 terrorist attacks on the 
United States was presented to 
His Eminence, Archbishop 
Demetrios of the Greek Ortho- 
dox Archdiocese of America. 

On March ear 2003 
Archimandrite Zacchaeus, Dean 
of the Orthodox Church in 
America’s Representation Church 
of Saint Catherine in Moscow, 
presented the bell and a brief re- 
port to His Beatitude Metropoli- 


Mi 


tan Herman and members of the His Beatitude, Metropolitan Herman and the Holy Synod of Bishops met 


Brees ie : m ma als 


Holy Synod of Bishops who had with Archimandrite Zacchaeus, Dean of the Representation Church of St. 
gathered at the Chancery of the Catherine for the Orthodox Church in America (OCA) to the Moscow 
Orthodox Church in America. Patriarchate. On behalf of the OCA, Fr. Zacchaeus presented a bell (cen- 
Through the coordination of the ter) to Archbishop Demetrios, primate of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
Orthodox Church in America and of the U.S., for St. Nicholas Church at “sround zero” in New York, NY. 
its Representation to the Moscow The bell was cast in honor of those innocent victims who perished in the 


Patriarchate, the bells were cast 9/11 attacks. 
in memory of the innocent vic- 
tims of the 9/11 attacks. i 

The bell, which will eventually hang in the recon- 
structed Saint Nicholas Church, which was destroyed 
in the attack on the World Trade Center, was pre- 
sented to Archbishop Demetrios on behalf of His 
Beatitude Metropolitan Herman by Archimandrite 
Zacchaeus on Tuesday, April 1, 2003. The bell’s twin 
will be hung in a special memorial tower at the Ortho- 
dox Church in America’s Representation Church of 
St. Catherine in Moscow. 

Each 70 pound bell is inscribed in English and 
Russian with the words, “God, have mercy on their 
souls,” and bears relief icons of the Resurrection, the 
Mother of God, Saint Nicholas and the Holy Cross. 
“According to ancient Russian tradition, it is believed 
that the chiming of memorial bells uplifts our prayers 
“to the Lord for those who have died,” wrote A. M. 
Engoyan, General Director of the Litex Bell Casting 
and Manufacturing Company, Moscow, in a personal 
message to Archbishop Demetrios. “Prayer is not sub- 
ject to borders, time or distance. It is not restricted by 
the tens of thousands of kilometers that separate New 
York and Moscow, not circumscribed by the days and 
hours that have passed since the catastrophe. May the 
chiming of these bells be the bridge that unites the 
peoples of our lands and those who pray for the souls 
of the innocent victims of this heinous crime.” 

In expressing his deep gratitude to the Orthodox 
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Church in America, Archimandrite Zacchaeus, and 
the faithful of Saint Catherine Representation Church, 
Archbishop Demetrios noted that the twin bells in- 
deed will echo one another whenever they are rung. 
The plans for reconstructing St. Nicholas Church are 
underway and in the words of Archbishop Demetrios, 
“will provide an Orthodox witness to those who come 
to Ground Zero and provide a spiritual refuge for all 
who want to find the peace of God.” 

Present with Archbishop Demetrios and 
Archimandrite Zacchaeus in the chapel at Archdiocesan 
headquarters in New York, where the Archbishop 
prayed over the bell, were Archdiocesan Auxiliary 
Bishops Dimitrios and Gerasimos; the Very Rev. Alex 
Karloutsos, member of the Governor’s Board for the 
reconstruction of Ground Zero and Executive Direc- 
tor of Leadership 100; the Very Rev. Gregory Havrilak, 
Associate to the General Secretary of the Standing 
Conference of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the 
Americas (SCOBA); and Mr. David Wagschal, Secre- 
tary for the Department of Interchurch Relations and 
Ecumenical Witness. * 
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St. DIMITRIE PROJECT 
ADDICTIONS TREATMENT PROGRAM 


Our addictions treatment program is growing, and 
some new developments have occurred. We have group 
at a “Leon Danielo” tuberculosis (TB) hospital in 
Savadisla. This is the treatment group that we started 
last year at the request of Fr. Dorin, the Orthodox 
priest who is the chaplain at the main TB hospital in 
Cluj. We started a bi-weekly alcoholism treatment 
program at this hospital and have from 8-15 people at 
each treatment group, with about the same number 
attending the 12 Step groups on the weekend. Several 
of them are staying completely abstinent, with others 
drinking much less than previously. About half of this 
group are homeless, and they simply live at the hos- 
pital. One of our group members has been in this 
hospital for 11 years. Now, please remember that l am 
writing this from Romania, which is still considered a 
“developing country”. By U.S. standards, what I am 
talking about sounds impossible to even imagine. 

Recently, the government here decided that there 
were too many “social cases” at the TB hospital. As a 
result, they have begun to discharge people who had 
been living in the hospital for years, not just at the TB 
hospital in Savadisla, but also in the other TB hospitals 
around the country. On the surface, it may seem good to 
let these folks out of the hospital, but some of these 
people have no home to go to, and there was no provi- 
sion made to help them once they left the hospital. 
Some of these patients got TB while living on the 
streets and being malnourished, but many of them got it 
from drinking raw cow’s milk in the villages. These 
hospitals have no social workers, no psychologists, and 
no way to help them once they leave the hospital. The 
hospitals here just don’t have the funding needed for 
the staff and to develop the programs. The doctors at 
Leon Danielo were under orders from “higher up” to re- 
duce the number of beds, mostly in order to save money. 

Four of the patients being discharged were from 
our treatment group. Three of these four had no place 
to go, so we decided to try to help them. Please under- 
stand that these former patients are not TB active 
now, although they do run a high risk of becoming TB 
active again if they don’t have adequate shelter and 
nourishment. 

One of the AA group members from Cluj has a 
“cabana” that his family has been fixing up. It does 
not have heat but does have a small stove and fridge. 
He is letting the three men discharged from Savadisla 
stay there. We asked around for some blankets, and 
found enough to help them to get by until it warms up. 
The St. Dimitrie Project is helping them with trans- 
portation to our support group meetings, and getting 
them connected to the social cantinas, so they can get 
the one meal a day provided there. 

Related to this are some of the really hard-core 
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young people who are living on the streets. They are 
being sent to us by Sister Carmen, who runs a social 
cantina (soup kitchen) in Manastur, where we have 
our clinic. These kids are homeless, addicted to glue 
and or alcohol, and in their late teens and early 20’s. 
One of them, Ioana, an 18-year-old female, has been 
living on the streets for a long time. She was one of 
the “street kids” that we were feeding a couple of 
years ago. Now, she is living in an abandoned base- 
ment with some of the other young folks. One of them 
wants her to stop “huffing glue”. He recognizes that 
he has a problem with alcohol, so they are now com- 
ing to our program. We did a social evaluation on her, 
and Ioana has TB and probably hepatitis. We checked 
her out with the TB hospital, and they told us that they 
know her, and that she is supposed to be in the hospi- 
tal for at least 3 months of treatment. She was in the 
hospital in Cluj for a few days, and then she refused 
to do the treatment. This is probably due to the con- 
ditions in the hospital, and her addiction, which keeps 
her off balance mentally and emotionally. These young 
people have very serious problems, but the ones that 
come back to our groups seem to want help. We will 
need a more intensive level of treatment before we 
can help very many of them. 

What this all means is that we now have at least 8 
people coming to our groups who are living on the 
streets. This is a concern for more reasons than one. 
Two of our female group members died last year. 
Both of them were essentially homeless. It seems that 
the Lord is telling us that it is time for us to think 
about the next stage of our project development. We 
have been thinking about starting a halfway house for 
the homeless who want to stop drinking, and it may be 
time for us to do just that. We have a good relation- 
ship with the police department, the doctors around 
town, and with the Church; so it is something we 
could do if the Lord blesses us to do it. 

One really bright spot in all this is that the “fourth” 
patient from the hospital group that was discharged is 
from Turda. You may remember from earlier newslet- 
ters that one of the former patients from Leon Danielo 
got sober in our group while in the hospital, and then 
moved to Turda. Well, he also started an AA group 
over there, and so our “fourth” guy has a friend in 
Turda to help him stay “on track”. 

Please feel free to email me about our St. Dimitrie 
Project work here in Romania. My personal email is: 
ffrantz@pcnet.ro. If you are interested in helping to 
sponsor our work here, please send a tax deductible 
donation with a notation for “St. Dimitrie Project - 
Romania” to: Orthodox Christian Mission Center, Box 
4319, St. Augustine, FL 32085-4319. % 


Floyd Frantz 
SOLIA MAY 2003 


x 
-ă 


4 


IOCC ‘MeEntToR MortuHers’ HELP 
ORPHANS FIND THEIR Way HOME 


Bucharest, Romania (IOCC) - When the curtain of 
communism was pulled back from Romania in 1989, 
the world was shocked to learn of the condition of 
orphans living in government-run institutions. Tens 
of thousands of children were discovered to be living 
in squalor. 

Although the situation of Romania’s orphanages 
has improved since 1989, it is still in a troubled state. 
An estimated 43,000 children currently live in or- 
phanages where they receive limited basic care, al- 
most no schooling and none of the nurturing stability 
that comes with having a family. 

Despite the high number of children living in insti- 
tutions, very few of them are actually orphans. Eighty- 
six percent of all children in Romania’s orphanages 
have at least one parent still alive. These children 
have been abandoned because of the economic hard- 
ships faced by their parents and families. 

IOCC is one of the most active organizations in 
Romania working to prevent child abandonment and 
helping children make the transition from state-run 
orphanages to stable, loving homes. 

As part of a U.S. Agency for International Devel- 
opment (USAID) program, IOCC and the Romanian 
Orthodox Church are seeking to reduce the number of 
children living in orphanages by 50 percent. In addi- 
tion, the partners are working to reduce the number of 
current abandonment cases by 90 percent. 

IOCC’s program, based on building the capacity of 
communities that surround abandoned children and 
their families, has been showing steady progress. In 
six months of work, IOCC has successfully reinte- 
grated more than 90 children with their families. 

Using methods that address the root causes of aban- 
doning children, the IOCC team first works with fami- 
lies in order to help them become economically stable 
so that they are able to take their children back into 
their homes. By providing the families with job skills 
and some temporary material assistance, IOCC is help- 
ing these families reclaim their children. 

However, this is just the beginning. IOCC realizes 
that the communities surrounding poor families who 
have abandoned their children have the greatest po- 
tential for providing long-term solutions. The prob- 
lems of families and abandoned children can be ad- 
dressed by increasing the capacity of communities to 
support these families in crisis. To this end, IOCC and 
the Orthodox Church have established more than 30 
community-support groups that are helping to iden- 


- tify families at-risk of abandoning their children. Also, 


these groups help counsel and support families that 
have reintegrated abandoned children into their fami- 


lies. 
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This family participates in one of IOCC’s commu- 
nity support groups as mentors. The husband and 
wife, who have managed to keep and provide for 
their children despite economic hardships, work 
with couples who are considered at risk of aban- 
doning their children. Photo: IOCC-Bucharest 


One of the main activities of these support groups 
is to identify and encourage mothers who have not 
abandoned a child to serve as mentors to parents and 
families who are reintegrating or adopting children. 
These “Mentor Mothers” are an important part of the 
help provided to struggling families and have proven 
to be an innovative and effective tool in fighting child 
abandonment. 

“Tt’s a complex, yet effective model,” said IOCC’s 
Romania Program Coordinator, Nicholas Chakos. 
“There are many reasons that a family will abandon a 
child, and if you don’t address these, reintegrating a 
child back into the family will be difficult. We’ve 
found that by creating a safety net within the commu- 
nity, struggling parents are less likely to consider 
giving up their children.” 

Each month, new community support groups are 
being formed, and after receiving intensive training, 
they become vital networks of assistance to anyone 
who needs it. “Our success in this project,” Chakos 
said, “has been based on the power that a community 
has to support its most needy members.” 

For more information about IOCC’s programs in 
Romania and elsewhere, please visit www.iocc.org or 
call toll-free 1-877-803-4622. % 
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Holy Synod 


Cont. from page 3 

Noting that the OCA’s Albanian Orthodox Arch- 
diocese has been without a ruling bishop for over a 
decade, members of the Holy Synod declared the See, 
which had been administered by the Metropolitan, 
vacant and called for the election of a diocesan hier- 
arch in accord with the “Statute of the Orthodox Church 
in America” and the “Constitution and By-laws of the 
Albanian Orthodox Archdiocese.” 

After discussing a report by Protopresbyter Daniel 
Hubiak, Chief Executive Officer of Saints Cosmas 
and Damian Adult Home, Staten Island, NY, mem- 
bers of the Holy Synod resolved to recognize the 
home as an official institution of the Orthodox Church 
in America under the care of the Metropolitan. 

“Let Your Light So Shine” was selected by the 
hierarchs as the theme for the OCA youth movement 
for 2003-2004. The Department of Youth, Young Adults 
and Campus Ministries will be working with the De- 
partment of Christian Education to develop resources 
for use on the local level relating to this theme. 

In their ongoing concern for the current world cri- 
sis, the hierarchs issued a Synodal Statement on the 
War in Iraq, exhorting the faithful “to put their trust in 
God and to raise fervent prayers to the Prince of Peace 
to come quickly into the midst of this war and by His 
mighty arm establish peace.” On Wednesday, April 2, 
members of the Holy Synod celebrated the Liturgy of 
the Presanctified Gifts in the Chancery’s Saint Sergius 
Chapel. Students from Saint Vladimir Seminary, 
Crestwood, NY, sang the responses. 

In addition to Metropolitan Herman, other mem- 
bers of the episcopate attending the Spring Session 
included His Eminence, Archbishop Kyrill of Pitts- 
burgh and Western Pennsylvania; His Eminence, Arch- 
bishop Peter of New York and New Jersey; His Emi- 
nence, Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas and the South; 
His Eminence, Archbishop of Nathaniel of Detroit 
and the Romanian Episcopate; His Grace, Bishop Job 
of Chicago and the Midwest; His Grace, Bishop Tikhon 
of San Francisco and the West; His Grace, Bishop 
Seraphim of Ottawa and Canada; His Grace, Bishop 
Nikolai of Sitka, Anchorage, and Alaska; and His 
Grace, Bishop Nikon, Bishop of Baltimore and Aux- 
iliary to the Metropolitan. % 


Divine Liturgy 


Cont. from page 5 
man. It is, however momentary, our experience of life 
in the Garden every Sunday (the Day that belongs to 
the Lord, and every feast day), where heaven and 
„earth are united once again, and God not only walks 
with man, but actually enters our bodies, to become 
the life-force coursing through our veins, becoming 
one with His creation in a way that amazes even the 
angels of heaven. * 
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THE COMMISSION ON 
RELIGIOUS ART 


These guidelines refer to the theological propriety 
of certain iconographic images. 

1. The use of iconographic symbols (e.g. the grape 
vine, wheat, etc.) as ancillary décor is, of course, 
acceptable. However, such symbols are not to be ven- 
erated. An example would be the “all-seeing eye of 
God”, often in a triangle. The triangle may be a com- 
mon symbol of the Holy Trinity, but it does not reveal 
the fullness of God’s manifestation in the flesh, and 
cannot, therefore, be put before the faithful for ven- 
eration or placed in a prominent focal position. Nei- 
ther can the “eye”, in and of itself, because although 
it may symbolize a particular quality of God, He did 
not limit His self-revelation in the flesh to that of an 
eye. It is merely a symbol, but one that can easily be 
misinterpreted with similar “secular” signs. 

2. Another image of questionable propriety is the 
later appearing icon of the Holy Trinity depicting God 
the Father as an aged man, seated next to His young 
Son, with the Holy Spirit depicted as a dove; or, 
(“Fatherhood”) an aged Father with His child Son on 
His lap, holding an image of the Holy Spirit as a dove 
on a discus. While highly regarded in popular piety, 
suffice it to say that the Council of Moscow (1667) 
called such representations “absurd and unseemly, 
since no one has seen God the Father.” “The Council 
condemns such a representation as a fiction, corre- 
sponding neither to the teaching of the Orthodox Church 
nor to any historical reality.” Leonid Ouspensky writes 
in The Meaning of Icons [SVS Press, 1983] that the 
icon of the Holy Trinity shown as the Hospitality of 
Abraham by the Oak of Mambre most fully corre- 
sponds to the teaching of the Church. From the “most 
remote times the Holy Trinity was depicted as an 
historical Biblical scene, with the [three] Angels sit- 
ting at table.” 

Among other examples, Da Vinci’s Last Supper 
cannot replace the true icon of the Mystical Supper; 
nor should the theologically powerful Paschal icon of 
the Descent into Hades be replaced by a theoretical 
showing of Christ “blasting” from the tomb. Non- 
Orthodox and amateur quality work is not acceptable. 


The iconography in our churches should be of the — 


highest theological (and material!) quality. Whether 
young or well established, communities need to be 
carefully guided and strictly monitored when embel- 
lishing or renewing their temples. All communities 
must be urged to strive for what is true and beautiful. 
Sadly, this has not always been the case; and, there- 
fore, existing “iconography” should be examined, and 
as need be, parishes should be directed to correct/ 
remove images that “fall short”. # 
Archpriest Laurence Lazar 
Chairman 
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THE Cross - A SIGN 
OF VICTORY 


As the military troops were getting ready for the 
campaign in Iraq, interviewers asked the soldiers about 
the “good luck charms” they would take along in the 
battlefield. Watching the soldiers on TV disclosing 
their personal talismans, I was not surprised to see 
many of them showing their cross necklaces. 

Indeed, the sign for Christians is the cross. The 
cross is a major part of Christian worship and theol- 
ogy. Many Christians call on the sign of the cross not 
only in times of worship, but also in times of trouble, 
challenge and crisis. 

Why would we Christians reverence the cross, this 
instrument of shameful punishment, on which Our 
Lord and God was killed? Why would we invoke this 
sign for help and protection? Have you asked yourself 
this question, or has someone asked you? 

The answer is simple. St. Gregory of Nyssa said 
about the cross: “Shame co-mingles with glory.” How- 
ever, we do not honor the cross as an instrument of 
torture and of shame, but as a sign of glory. Christ 
died on the cross, but, being God, death had no power 
over Him. On the cross, our Lord Jesus Christ con- 
quered death, “trampling down death by death.” 

A Hymn from Matins on the Sunday of the Eleva- 
tion of the Holy Cross calls us: 

All the faithful, let us come and venerate the holy 
resurrection of Christ, for through the Cross, joy 
came to the whole world. As we constantly praise 
the Lord, let us also praise His glorious resur- 
rection, since He, after having endured the cru- 
cifixion, by his death has destroyed death. 

The cross is like a coin with two sides: on one side 
is the Crucifixion, and on the other is the Resurrec- 
tion. One side cannot exist without the other. The 
Resurrection (Holy Pascha) was preceded by the Cru- 
cifixion (Good Friday). The Crucifixion receives its 
complete meaning from the Resurrection. “We bow to 
your cross, O Lord, and we praise your holy Resurrec- 
tion,” we sing in the Hymn of the Veneration of the 
Holy Cross. 

The cross is indeed the sign of our salvation. On the 
cross, Christ died for us and the forgiveness of our 
sins. We were redeemed, said St. Peter, “with the 
precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:19). St. John 
Chrysostom said: “There is no greater sign of God’s 
love for us than the Holy Cross.” 

The first to take the cross into battle was Emperor 
Constantine the Great (306-337). As he was preparing 
to face his enemy, the sign of the cross appeared in the 
sky with the words, “In this sign, conquer.” Recogniz- 
ing this as a miraculous revelation from God, Em- 
peror Constantine placed the sign of the cross on the 


battle flags, on the armor and the uniforms of the - 


soldiers. Constantine emerged victorious. 
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CORA Hosts MEETING 
OF U.S. NGOs HELPING 
THE PEOPLE OF ROMANIA 


On March 21-22, 2003, some 23 U.S. Non-Govern- 
mental Organizations (NGOs) from around the nation 
attended the Congress of Romanian Americans 
(CORA)-sponsored meeting in Washington, D.C. The 
purpose of the meeting was to provide these organiza- 
tions with important information and contacts, and an 
opportunity to “network” and learn about and from 
one another. CORA expressed its gratitude to the NGOs 
for the work they are doing in Romania. The meeting 
is intended to be one of many more meetings the 
NGOs will hold. 

Large NGOs, such as Habitat for Humanity and 
Rotary International, and smaller NGOs, such as Op- 
portunity Associates and Reach to Romania, Inc. (both 
CORA members), participated in the meeting. Only 
one Romanian-American NGO, The Romanian Or- 
thodox Episcopate of America, participated along with 
CORA. 

At the luncheon, Romanian Ambassador, Sorin 
Ducaru, expressed his nation’s gratitude to the NGOs 
and to CORA. During the dinner on Friday night, 
Former Ambassador to Romania, Jim Rosapepe, spoke 
and then gave Armand Scala a handsomely-framed 
photograph of Mr. Scala presenting Ambassador and 
Mrs. Rosapepe a gift from CORA, a painting by a well 
known contemporary Romanian artist. 

Comments by NGOs after the meeting expressed 
their great thanks to CORA for hosting such a valu- 
able and informative meeting with high level speakers 
who provided important insights and answers to par- 
ticipants’ questions. % 


CLERGY CHANGES 


SARCHISIAN, Rev. Fr. Minas, at his own re- 
quest, is released from the Romanian Orthodox Epis- 
copate of America to the Diocese of Washington (OCA), 
effective March 5, 2003; and, is accepted into the 
Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese in America and 
Canada, at the request of Archbishop Nicolae (Condrea), 
effective March 27, 2003. * 


When I, as an Orthodox Christian, make the sign of 
the cross, I make it as a prayer for help, protection and 
blessings. I make it now for our troops and also for 
myself. I am not in the battlefields of Iraq, but wher- 
ever I am, I face my spiritual daily battles. Therefore 
I am, like a soldier, in much need of God’s help and 
protection — through His Life-Giving Cross. * 

Fr. Cornel Todeasa 
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THE STRENGTH OF 
THE ORTHODOX 
CHURCH IN KOREA 


How many of us have ever heard of the great struggles 
and triumphs of the Orthodox faithful in Korea? Dur- 
ing its 103 years, the Orthodox Church in Korea has 
endured multiple conflicts, occupation, enslavement 
and wars. Through out it all, the Church has endured! 

This past February, the Orthodox Church in Korea 
celebrated the 103rd anniversary of the first Divine 
Liturgy celebrated in Korea. The event also marked 
100 years of the Orthodox Church in Korea being 
blessed with a miracle-working Icon of St. Seraphim 
of Sarov, commissioned by the last Tsarina of Russia. 
The celebration held at the Cathedral in Seoul was a 
time for the Orthodox faithful in Korea to learn more 
about and remember the first Orthodox missionaries 
who brought the Orthodox faith to their nation. 

The work of those early missionaries has brought 
much fruit, and today a vibrant Orthodox Church is 
thriving in Korea under the guidance of His Eminence 
Dionysios, Metropolitan of New Zealand and His Grace 
Soterios, Bishop of Zelon. There is a full schedule of 
services celebrated regularly in Korean in seven 
churches around the country. The Cathedral in Seoul 
has daily services and a regular worshiping commu- 
nity made up of people from various cultures and 
ethnicities. The work of spreading the Gospel in Ko- 
rea continues as new areas are being evangelized and 
communities are growing steadily. 

Fr. Daniel Na, a Korean Orthodox priest who has 
been working for over 20 years to help the Orthodox 
Church grow, is the featured speaker for this season’s 
Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) Spring 
Lecture tour. By the efforts of Fr. Daniel Na, what 
was once only a family of 4 celebrating monthly lit- 
urgies with a visiting priest is now St. Paul Orthodox 
Church in Incheon Korea, with 136 baptized Ortho- 
dox Christians, a full schedule of services, bible stud- 
ies, Sunday school and philanthropic activity. All this 
was accomplished under great financial strain and 
struggle. 

Fr. Daniel will be speaking to 20 communities all 
over Florida with a side-trip to the St. Louis metro- 
politan area and a day-trip to the University of Illinois 
in Champaign, Illinois. He will be sharing his per- 
sonal story and talking about the great work God is 
doing in our sister Church in Korea. If Fr. Daniel is in 
your area between March 29 and April 13, 2003, we 
encourage you to come and learn about the strength 
and endurance of the Orthodox Church in Korea. 

For more information and a detailed schedule of Fr. 
Daniel’s speaking engagements, go to: http:// 
www.ocmc.org/involved/lecture-schedule.htm. % 
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RETREAT AT MONASTERY 


The ladies of St. Elias Church in Ellwood City, Penn- 
sylvania held their annual lenten retreat at The Ortho- 
dox Monastery of the Transfiguration on Saturday, March 
29, exploring the theme “How to be Better Orthodox 
Women.” During the Holy Liturgy and Memorial Ser- 
vice that opened the day, V. Rev. Theodore Shomsky 
reminded attendants that Christ came to save sinners, 
and that we must understand His teachings in order to 
obey Him. We should not miss the point, and get overly 
involved even in church work, while failing to attend 
church services. 

After a breakfast fellowship, Mother Karitina spoke 
to the group about women around Christ. Her presenta- 
tion made use of numerous colored icons depicting the 
women and a brief summary of each one’s encounter 
with Christ. 

A second talk, presented by Mother Abbess 
Christophora, concerned women today and our spiritual 
struggles. 

The ladies enjoyed lunch with the sisterhood and 
look forward to their next visit to the monastery on 
Pascha night following resurrection services. The mon- 
astery and parish community have been blessed with a 
good working relationship since the monastery foundress, 
the late Mother Alexandra, came to the community in 
the early 1960’s with the intention to purchase land and 
begin a monastic foundation. ** 


New HIERARCH ELECTED 


(ONS) - The Holy and Sacred Synod of the Patriarch- 
ate of Constantinople has elected the Very Reverend 
Archimandrite Evangelos Kourounis as Metropolitan of 
New Jersey. Metropolitan-elect Evangelos has been the 
dean of the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of St. Demetrios 
in Astoria, New York for the last two years. He was 
born in New York in 1961 to immigrant parents and 
attended the Greek-American day schools of St. 
Eleftherios and St. Spyridon in New York. He enrolled 
in Hellenic College, from which he graduated in 1983. 
He then continued his graduate studies at Holy Cross 
School of Theology and graduated in 1986 with a Mas- 
ters of Divinity. He also attended, in 1988, the Ecu- 
menical Institute of Bossey of the University of Geneva 
(Switzerland) from which he received a Certificate in 
Ecumenical Studies. He served as deacon to the Ortho- 
dox Center of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in Chambesy, 
Geneva-Switzerland in 1987-88 and served as deacon to 
Archbishop Iakovos and Assistant Director of Archives 
in 1988-89. From August 1989 until September of 1993, 
he served as assistant priest to the Dean of St. Demetrios 
Cathedral in Astoria, NY. He was then named Chancel- 
lor of the Diocese of New Jersey, serving in that capac- 
ity until March 1999. He served as the Director of the 
Registry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese from 1996 
to 2001 and as President of the Spiritual Court of the 
Archdiocesan District from 1996 until the present. * 
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OCMC News & 
NEEDS 


Agape Canister Program Helps to Feed Thousands 
in India 

Through its Agape Canister humanitarian aid pro- 
gram, the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) 
has been helping to feed thousands in the slums of 
Calcutta, India since 1996. The Philanthropic Society 
of the Orthodox Church in India, which is an OCMC 
Agape Canister program grant recipient, runs two feed- 
ing programs. 

These programs have improved the quality of life 
and life expectancy for thousands. Homeless children 
are fed daily, and nonperishable food is distributed to 
impoverished families, the elderly and many disabled 
people weekly. This ministry helps widows, lepers, 
the blind and the lame. 

Both of these feeding programs are seeing increased 
numbers of people in need. Today, nearly 250 chil- 
dren gather daily in the churchyard to receive milk 
and biscuits. Boys and girls, ranging in age from six 
months to sixteen years, partake of the food. Most of 
the children who depend on this program are home- 
less or come from very poor homes, and the biscuits 
they receive are likely their only meal of the day. 

There has also been a tremendous rise in the num- 
ber of people who come seeking help from the weekly 
outreach. In 2002, a total of 6,000 people, including 
1700 families and 900 individuals, came to the church 
to receive nonperishable food items. Lentils, rice and 
other staples of the Indian diet are distributed to help 
prevent starvation and disease. 

The recent increases of people in need seeking help 
have made it difficult for the Philanthropic Society to 
provide all essentials. To accommodate the increasing 
numbers of people, the Society has cut back on the 
number of items they give out each week. They used 
to give out flour, oil and soap, but have eliminated 
these in order to help feed more people. 

„While these programs are helping thousands, there 
is still so much more that could be done. Fr. Ignatios 
Sennis, a missionary from Greece and the founder of 
the Philanthropic Society said recently, “It is our hope 
to be able to provide all the essential items in the near 

future for the weekly program and to provide vitamins 
for the children at least twice a week. The Society 
needs all the support it can get, especially as more and 
more needy people require our assistance.” 


Missionaries Needed in Guatemala 

With the expansion of its existing missionary quar- 
ters underway, the Hogar Rafael Ayau Orthodox Or- 
phanage in Guatemala City, Guatemala, has put out a 
call for long-term missionaries. 

“We would like to accept up to four long-term 
missionaries at the Hogar. They could have some 
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background in elementary education, early child de- 
velopment, physical therapy or speech therapy, child 
care and other related fields,” wrote OCMC mission- 
ary Fr. Timothy Ferguson after consulting with Mother 
Ines, the director of the orphanage. “We need people 
who can interact with the children on a daily basis - 
especially the toddlers and infants.” 

The Hogar Rafael Ayau is run by Orthodox nuns 
and many of the staff are women. “We would like a 
balance between male and female volunteers since the 
children have had few positive male figures in their 
life,” continued Fr. Ferguson. In the past, most OCMC 
long-term missionaries have been women, and they 
are especially looking for male role models for the 
children. 

Missionaries live on the orphanage compound - 
fully surrounded by a brick wall in the middle of 
Guatemala City - which is a haven for the battered, 
neglected and orphaned children that are brought there. 
Since the children have already experienced a great 
lack of stability in their short lives, long-term mis- 
sionaries have the potential to promote a feeling of 
security by their presence. 

Well-grounded, mature individuals are needed to 
nurture the children and to help them along in the 
healing process. Applicants ideally would already speak 
or have some knowledge of Spanish, but language 
training prior to service can be arranged if necessary. 
Terms for missionaries are typically two years or more, 
but shorter time periods may be considered. 

Check out www.ocmc.org/missionaries to find out 
more about OCMC missionaries. For more informa- 
tion on how to become a long-term missionary, please 
contact the Orthodox Christian Mission Center’s Mis- 
sionary Director, Maria Gallos, at missionaries @ 
ocmc.org or at (904) 829-5132. * 


GREEK THEOLOGICAL 
SCHOOLS COOPERATE 


The President of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology of Boston, Rev. Nicholas Triantafilou, 
and the Rector of the Aristotelian University of 
Thessalonika, Dr. Michael Papadopoulos, signed an 
agreement of educational cooperation between the two 
schools. The purpose of this academic cooperation is 
the mutual enrichment of the advanced theological 
programs of studies that the Departments of the Theo- 
logical Schools of the Aristotelian University and Holy 
Cross offer. This signed agreement will last for three 
years, and it may be renewed if it is so desired by both 
institutions of higher learning. 

According to the agreement, the two Schools are 
expected to exchange visiting professors and students. 
Visiting professors will give lectures, teach classes 
and participate in common research and theological 

Cont. on page 14 
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CLEVELAND 
ORTHODOX FESTIVAL 


On February 21-22, 2003, the Inter-Orthodox Coun- 
cil of Greater Cleveland sponsored the First Annual 
Orthodox Christian Cultural Festival. Unlike the Sun- 
day of Orthodoxy, the Nativity Oratorio, or the Interna- 
tional Orthodox Christian Charities (IOCC) or Ortho- 
dox Christian Mission Center (OCMC) benefits pro- 
grams, this event was intended to reach out to the world 
in its own particular way. The program was graciously 
hosted by St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral. 

The mission of this program was to promote Ortho- 
dox Christian unity and fellowship by providing a venue 
to meet and disseminate information on Orthodoxy, lo- 
cal inter-Orthodox organizations, parish life, events, and 
cultures. Also, it was meant to provide resource infor- 
mation as well as religious / cultural items for use by 
churches and for personal devotion. 

The organizers were delighted to present vendors of 
religious books, imported icons, religious jewelry, bap- 
tismal gowns, wedding crowns and an assortment of 
hard-to-find religious items. Churches used this oppor- 
tunity as a fund-raiser by selling greeting cards, cook- 
books, and bakery items, while sharing in the fellowship 
of their Orthodox brothers and sisters. The day included 
interactive demonstrations of icon painting, beeswax 
candle-making, making Pascha bread and egg decorat- 
ing. 

Among the inter-Orthodox organizations supported 
by our Clergy Association that provided outreach infor- 
mation were: “Zoe for Life”, an Orthodox adoption 
agency approved by SCOBA; “The Worker’s of St. 
Basil the Great”, a ministry of lay people who visit and 
pray for the sick; “Christ the Teacher Orthodox School,” 
which is now in the third year of existence and steady 
growth; IOCC of Northeast Ohio; The Eastern Ortho- 
dox Women’s Guild, one of the oldest inter-Orthodox 
organizations in the country; and OCMC. Besides the 
various vendors, we also had the joy to have with us the 
sisters from the Greek Orthodox Monastery in Saxonburg, 
Pennsylvania and from Marsha Serbian Orthodox Mon- 
astery in Broadview Heights, Ohio. 

This very special event was further enhanced by the 
sound of religious and cultural music playing, while the 
ladies of St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Cathedral pro- 
vided the deliciously-prepared food. The hall was gen- 
erously donated by St. Mary, while area businesses and 
newspapers provided free advertising. The vendors do- 
nated religious printed materials and samples. This in- 
ter-Orthodox program seems to be a great grass roots 
means for the clergy and laity of our parishes to act 
together in harmony and promote much-desired national 
Orthodox unity. 

The organizing committee felt very blessed by the 
outpouring of support from all twenty eight Orthodox 
Cleveland parishes. Hundreds of visitors were delighted 
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Revised Schedule 
9(™ ANNIVERSARY 


Descent of the Holy Spirit 


Romanian Orthodox Church 
Elkins Park, Pennsylvania 


June 21-22, 2003 
His Grace, Bishop IRINEU will preside 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


Saturday, June 21 
5:30 p.m. 


Greeting of Bishop 
Primirea Prea Sfintitului 
6:00 p.m. Vespers / Vecernie 
Reception and Dinner/Dance following 


Sunday, June 22 

9:00 a.m. Matins / Utrenia 

Vesting of the Bishop 
Îmbrăcarea Prea Sfintitului în 
Odăjdii 

Hierarchal Divine Liturgy 
Liturghie Arhierească 


10:00 a.m. 


Following Services — Banquet in the social hall 


If you have any questions, please call: 
e Fr. Adrian Grigoras: 215-635-3720 
e Mr. Corneliu Bugariu: 215-745-8277 


Greek Theological Cont. from page 13 


programs and conferences. In the framework of this 
collaboration, the two institutions will publish pro- 
ceedings of their joint theological conferences and the 
results of their theological research. Graduate stu- 
dents from both Schools will have opportunities to 
attend classes in their fields of theological specializa- 
tion and interest without any financial burden for the 
contracted institutions. 

Fr. Nicholas C. Triantafilou noted: “The bilateral 
collaboration of the Theological School of Holy Cross 
and the Theological School of the Aristotelian Uni- 
versity constitutes a historical milestone that signifies 
the maturity of Orthodoxy in America and its persis- 
tence to find itself in close relationship with Orthodox 
theological thought and culture as it is expressed in 
particular by the Theological School of the University 
of Thessalonika. We believe that the mutual enrich- 
ment of theological reflection that this cooperation 
anticipates, will have beneficial implications upon the 
life and witness of our Church.” # 


to learn, admire and acquire religious items; and, it was 
unanimously felt that the festival had a positive impact 
on the community. It is hoped that this will become an 


annual event to promote Orthodox spirituality and cul- 
ture. % 


Judy Khoury, Chairperson 
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mule am mea -< 


PARISH REGISTER 


Cs 


BAPTISMS 


Bircea, Jordan Luis, son of Sergio & Maria C. Bircea, 
Hazleton, PA. St. Joseph of Maramures, Hazleton, PA. 
Godparents: Patricia Bower and Fernando Torres. 

Jurge, Tiffany Alexia, daughter of Vasile & Monica O. 
Jurge, Westland, MI. Sts. Peter & Paul, Dearborn Heights, 
MI. Godparent: loan Gergheli. 

Marks, Savannah, daughter of Dino & Jessy M. Marks, 
Falls Church, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. God- 
parents: Ron Johnson and Mary Davis. 

Nicu, Elena Maria, daughter of Sorin C. & Mary J.M. 
Nicu, Norfolk, VA. Holy Cross, Alexandria, VA. God- 
parents: Ion & Elena Adrian. 

Paun, Jessica Andrea, daughter of Georgel & Elena M.U. 
Paun, Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto,ON. Godpar- 
ents: Constantin & Georgia Papatheodoru. 

Popescu, Daniel, son of Ionut E. & Camelia M. Popescu, 
Toronto, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparents: 
Costin & Isabela Isaia. 

Salinas-Niculescu, Alexia Mihaela, daughter of Carlos A. 
Salinas & Mihaela Niculescu, Guelph, ON. St. John, 
Kitchener, ON. Godparents: Mayra Salinas and Anton 
Florea. 

Seplecan, Ana, daughter of Mihai & Meda C. Seplecan, 
Brampton, ON. St. George, Toronto, ON. Godparent: 
Alexandrina Man. 

Sirbu, Gabriel Marian, son of Lucian M. & Laura G.M. 
Sirbu, Kitchener, ON. St. John, Kitchener, ON. Godpar- 
ents: George & Marinuta Sirbu. 


MARRIAGES 


Neagoe, Ioan and Geta Hamilton, Chicago, IL. Holy Na- 
tivity, Chicago, IL. Godparents: Gabriel & Lidia Nicolau. 


FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 


Butoi, Lucretia, 77. St. Joseph of Maramures, 
Hazleton, PA. 

Mandea, Nicolae, 76. Holy Nativity, Chicago, IL. 

Marian, Traian, 88. St. John, Kitchener, ON. 

Mitici, Florica, 49. St. George, Toronto, ON. 

Postelnic, Pauline, 82. Sts. Peter & Paul, 
Dearborn Heights, MI. 


Fathers and Teachers ... 


Cont. from page 6 
“St. NECTARIOS of Pentapolis 1920 
Pious and humble from his childhood, he was or- 
dained bishop in the Church of Alexandria, only to 
suffer deposition from the envy of his colleagues. The 
last thirty years of his life, he spent as director of a 
seminary and then as builder and spiritual father of a 
convent in Aegina. His numerous miracles after his 
death have revealed him as a wonderworker of our 
times. Also intent on the Orthodox enlightenment of 
himself and others, he wrote numerous works on aspects 
of Orthodox faith and piety, including a thorough refu- 
tation of the errors of Roman Catholicism; his aim was 
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NNE a SN Ee EDD III 
FINANCIALREPORT 
RST Ce i a 


EPISCOPATE SUPPORTERS 


Audrey Huston, Michigan Center, MI ................. $200.00 
Rey. Fr. & Psa. Andrew Lesko, Redlands, CA . $200.00 
Miron Bonca, Costa Mesa, Ca... nenea $125.00 
ANONYMOUS 07 he 000 eR a zi aaa ae $100.00 
Rev. Fr. & Psa. Leonte Copacia, Jr., 

Shelby sa ps MIRE gees aa Bs oa lia $100.00 
Rev. Fr. & Psa.. Dan Nenson, Regina, SK......... $100.00 
V. Rev. Fr. & Psa. Simion Pavel, Chicago, IL .. $100.00 
M/M Gregory Yova, Chula Vista, CA ...........00.. $100.00 
Nicholas & Flora Cocora, Dearborn Hts., MI...... $80.00 
Helen Borza, Beaver Falls PA. $50.00 
Rev. Fr. & Psa. William Clark, 

[Os ABBE SICA aa a Acc POR aa eaten, e $50.00 
M/M Andre Gib, Chandler, AZ... ceeace $50.00 
M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Hts., MI............ $50.00 
Constantine Nan, Carrollton, TX ceeace $50.00 
Margie & Matei Raica, Scottsdale, AZ................. $50.00 
M/M Dan Poroch, St. Clair Shores, MI................. $50.00 
M/M Nick Triff, Youngstown, OH... cena $50.00 
M/M Ioan Ostap, London, ON eee eee $30.00 
Helen:Powell; Teauicket, MA o $10.00 

GENERAL DONATIONS 
Dr. Michael Ronnett, Park Ridge, IL ............... $1,350.00 
Telstar International Inc., White Plains, NY....... $34.41 
M/M Nicolae Barbu, Sterling Hts., MI.................. $25.00 

(Pascha Donation) 

Aurelia Buner, Ellwood City, PA... nene $25.00 


(Pascha Donation) 
Blaise Christian Hebert, Dearborn Hts., MI......... $10.00 


Blaise Christian Hebert, Dearborn Hts., MI......... $10.00 
(Blessings to baby brother Nathaniel Lazarus 
Blessings to parents: Christina & Scott) ............ $10.00 

MEMORIAM 

Maric. Parca, Yadey, PA tec tes oe $100.00 
(IMO Katie & George Farca) 

M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Hts., MI............ $25.00 


(IMO Melania Vlad) 
Cocora & Hebert Families, Dearborn Hts., MI ... $10.00 
(Mother’s Day - IMO Psa. Elena Surducan) 

Cocora & Hebert Families, Dearborn Hts., MI ... $10.00 
(Mother’s Day - IMO Mother: Mary Cocora Dalea) 
Cocora & Hebert Families, Dearborn Hts., MI ... $10.00 

(Mother’s Day - IMO Mother: Simioana David Tamayo) 
Cocora & Hebert Families, Dearborn Hts., MI ... $10.00 
(Mother’s Day- IMO Aunt: Siana Ana David) 
Cocora & Hebert Families, Dearborn Hts., MI ... $10.00 
_(UMO Grandmothers) 


EPISCOPATE ASSESSMENT (DUES) 


Holy Nativity, Chicago, Ub... eeseescteeeeees $11,900.00 
SC Mary Chicago, Uc ae eaten ores $9,450.00 
Holy Resurrection, Warren, OH... nenea $150.00 


StiiMiary, Anaheim, CA scene naja ante eel $150.00 


always to strengthen Christians in the simplicity, love, 
and self-sacrifice of genuine Orthodoxy. Commemo- 
rated November 9. 

Excerpted from Orthodox Dogmatic Theology, 
Protopresbyter Michael Pomazansky, St. Herman of 
Alaska Brotherhood, Platina, CA, 1984. % 
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January 24 - April 16, 2003 
We gratefully acknowledge the following donations and 
subscriptions for the monthly newspaper Solia - The Herald: 


FRIENDS 
Naţional Arn ROBY eco bee $1,200.00 
Virginia Moore, Garden City, MI. $100.00 
Elisa Goncerenco, San Jose, CA ......ecccceseeeeseeeeeees $85.00 
Psa. Florica Rosu, Middle Village, NY ................. $70.00 

IMO Rev. Fr. Octavian Rosu & Veronica Cicos 
Julia Nartea North, Chicago, IL ...........ceseseeseeeee $65.00 

IMO Parents 
Rey. Dumitru Ionescu, Hayward, CA................04. $50.00 
Ilie Teodor Stroia, Lakewood, OH... $50.00 
George Sarafolean, Jr., Skokie, IL... cece $50.00 
Silvia & Vasile Moga, Skokie, IL ...... cecene $35.00 
V. Rev. & Psa. Richard Grabowski, 

(WATERS se O) 8 Rete. “en aera ee airy bt e ara $25.00 
Ana Motohoi, Seattle, WA .........c.ccsescssccsescssssoseaseee $25.00 
George Saftencu, Brampton, ON... nenea $25.00 
Wirone lables Niles IL xtra e eee ees ose $25.00 


Psa. Juliana Marinescu, Philadelphia, PA 
Elena Popescu, Millersville, TN ..... cecene 


Zamfira Posteuca, Wilmette, IL... nene $20.00 
Anna Maerean, Akron, OH..........0....::cccccsssssseseeeees $20.00 
PGeentbarsan, Chica, ÎL cere ae coca oa aapea avea $20.00 
Sylvia Sirbu, New York, NY <-.c.cocsocosssancenaveeote aci le a $15.00 
Marie:Ghetie, Dallas, UX. << accea acea $15.00 
Descent of the Holy Spirit, 

Praca Citys ORS etclissAs. Destul în a ded ae $15.00 
Mary Rugh, Ellwood City, PA wo... eneeneeeeee $15.00 
Ioan & Valentina Nan, Sun City, AZ. $15.00 
Ilie Roman, Youngstown, OH nenea $15.00 
Ilie Gusan, Merrillville, IN ....:.......ccccc.sccsscesseeceovsece $15.00 
George & Frances Nasea ............ccccccccsescsseeeeeneeees $15.00 
Dan & Virginia Calin, Libertyville, IL ................. $15.00 
George A. Mihaila, White Plains, NY ..............0... $15.00 
George A. & Maria Raica, Chicago, IL................ $15.00 
Nick & Aurelia Triff, Youngstown, OH ............... $15.00 
Petia Daban Oak Park, MI sec cocaina e $15.00 
Elena Niculescu, Houston, TX....ee nenea $15.00 
Gheorghe Nicolae, Chicago, IL... cecene $14.50 


Gheorghe & Eugenia Ochialbescu, 
Ann Arbor, MI 

Pauline Voishan, Avalon, CA... $10.00 
86th Birthday 


OCABS FURTHERS 


RESEARCH & 


PUBLICATION OF BIBLICAL 


RESOURCES 


Graduates of Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 


of Theology (Brookline, MA) and St. Vladimir’s Or- 
thodox Theological Seminary (Crestwood, NY) have 
recently established The Orthodox Center for the 
Advancement of Biblical Studies (OCABS), a non- 
jurisdictional, non-profit organization to promote re- 
search and publication in the areas of biblical studies 
and preaching. OCABS members donate their time 
and financial resources, and hold seminars devoted to 


the study of scripture in order to develop resources in 
the areas of biblical studies and homiletics for stu- 
dents, scholars, priests and lay workers. Contact: 
OCABS, PO Box 1606, Meriden CT 06450. Tel. (203) 


237-4539. Web: www.ocabs.org. ** 


St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church, 
Virginia Beach, VA 

Aurel & Veronica Branea, Banting, CA 

St. Mary Romanian Orthodox Church, 
St. Paul, MN 

Delia Daba, Kenosha, WI 

Philip Baia, Boulder, CO 

Trajan Baia, Spring Hill, FL 

Margareta Raica, Hinckley, OH 

(Maj.) Edward Boyles, Tucson, AZ 

John C. Badila, Great Falls, VA 

Nicholas Berezniak, Avenel, NJ 

Victoria A. Morin, Punta Gorda, FL 

Mircea Dumitrescu, Gaithersburg, MD 

Ann Drake, Toronto, OH 

Helen Powell, Teaticket, MA 

St. Andrew Romanian Orthodox Church, 
Mc Kees Rocks, PA 

Rev. Nicholas M. Golemis, Chicago, IL 

Nicolae Stefu, Houston, TX 

Mary Motiu, Orwigsburg, PA 

Constantin Dan Cazacu, Downingtown, PA 


Anne Marie Condacse, Spring, TTX... $10.00 Rey. George Vaporis, Nashville, TN 
Tatiana Keller, Sunnyside, NY... $10.00 Dr. Ion Petrea, West Haven, CT 

V. Rev. loan Gherman, Rocky River, OH 

SUBSCRIPTIONS Dolores Karas, Jackson, MI 

Anonymous Randy Plumb, Las Vegas, NV 
John S. Popa, Chesapeake, VA Georgeta & Stefan Tatu, Portland, OR 
Pauline Voishan, Avalon, CA Margaret Michaels, Bridgeport, CT 
George Fara, Santa Monica, CA Cynthia Pavel Pollack, Warren, MI 
Rey. Toma Stojshich, Brooklyn, NY Alexandria Lupu, Lake Havasu City, AZ 
Minerva Popp, Bloomfield Hills, MI Mary Bogolea, Herndon, VA , 
Gloria Lebeau, St. Clair Shores, MI M/M George Rosca, Massillon, O 
Doina Dumitrescu, Princeton, NJ Ion Vasile, Toronto, ON as ; 
Dr. George Droubie, W. St. Paul, MN Dumitru Stan, Burlington, ON . 
Christ the Savior Brotherhood, Indianapolis, IN Willis Soprovich, Hairy Hill, AB i: 
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CUvâNT DE SUFLET 
La Sr. PAȘTI 


Poposind in luna aprilie cu preocupările noastre 
duhovnicești constatăm ca, este deosebit de bogată în 
sfătuirile ce ni le face. Mai întâi este vorba de încheierea 
postirii de 40 de zile ce am început în 10 martie (lunea 
de după Duminica Izgonirii lui Adam din Rai), cea de 
a 40-a zi fiind în 18 aprilie (vinerea de dinaintea 
Duminicii Intrării Domnului în lerusalim). Acest prim 
interval de timp rânduit postirii de zi cu zi pentru 
fiecare an calendaristic, în care se face pomenirea 
postirii Mantuitorului din pustiul Carantaniei, este 
cunoscut cu denumirea de “Marele și Sfântul Post”. 
Motivația nu este cu referire la durată (căci același 
număr de zile este şi pentru durata Postului Crăciunului), 
ci în privinţa nevointelor prin restricţiile recomandate 
punându-se accent pe trudire, pentru ca creştinul să 
trăiască cu mai “mare” dăruire vremea Patimilor şi cu 
mai deosebită inaltare Praznicul praznicelor, Învierea 
Domnului şi Dumnezeului nostru lisus Hristos. Ziua 
ce urmează, 19 aprilie, sâmbăta ce pomeneşte învierea 
prietenului Domnului, Lazăr cel din Betania, este un 
interval de tranziţie spre Săptămâna Mare (20-26 
aprilie), care are în frunte tocmai sărbătoarea 
“împaratească” a Intrării Domnului în lerusalim, numită 
“Duminica Floriilor”. În această perioadă de timp din 
anul bisericesc, urmând a fi retrăite Patimile Domnului 
de-a lungul a 7 zile, iar în cea de-a 8-a gustăm din 
slava Învierii Sale. Aceste evenimente mântuitoare 
sunt şi motive pentru a se prescrie în Duminica Floriilor, 
un post mai ușor (dezlegare la peste), dar după aceea 
se cere cel mai sever post posibil. Adică se ajunge la 
ceea ce definea prin post Sf. Simeon al Tesalonicului: 
“Postul este lucrul lui Dumnezeu, căci Lui nu-l trebuie 
hrană” mulţi creştini ajunând în fiecare zi până seara, 
ori chiar zile în sir. Astfel se folosesc exercițiile de 
postire din cele 6 săptămâni anterioare pentru a excela 
în urmatoarele 6 zile “pătimitoare”, iar duhovniceşte 
suntem deja instruiți să intelegem completarea adusă 
de același Sf. Părinte în ale sale “Răspunsuri”: “Postul 
este şi omorârea trupului, că acesta hrănindu-se (din 
fructul oprit al Edenului), ne-a făcut morţi. Dar Domnul 
se dă să fie răstignit, prin crucificare, se dă morţii, 
pentru ca în cea de a 3-a zi să învieze. Sau cum își 
anunță moartea și învierea, cele două nedespartite 
momente ale aceleiași lucrări mântuitoare, la vremea 
minunatelor cuvinte despre Păstorul cel bun si oile 
Sale: “Pentru aceasta Mă iubește pe Mine Tatăl, fiindcă 
Eu îmi pun sufletul, ca iarăși să-l iau. Nimeni nu-l ia 
de la Mine, ci Eu de la Mine însumi îl pun. Putere am 
Eu ca să-l pun si putere am iarăși să-L iau. Această 
poruncă am primit-o de la Tatăl Meu.” (loan.X,17- 
18). Ori cum spunea, mai apoi, ucenicilor la Cină: 
“Voi acum sunteţi trişti, dar iarăşi vă voi vedea şi se 
va bucura inima voastră şi bucuria voastră nimeni nu 
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o a lua de la voi.”(Ioan.X VI,22). lar lângă aceste două 
citate tocmai potrivit loc este pentru rugăciunea de 
bucurie al Sf.Ioan Gură-de-Aur: “Unde-ti este, moarte, 
boldul? Unde-i este iadule, biruința? Înviat-a Hristos 
$1 tu ai fost nimicit. Sculatu-sa Hristos şi se bucură 


îngerii. Inviat-a Hristos şi viata stăpânește.” 


Da, Hristos a înviat din morţi cu moartea pe moarte 
călcând, însă imediat, s-au declanșat uneltirile vrasmase. 
Astfel, în privinţa morţii Sale, s-a susţinut minciuna 
că a fost doar aparenţă, ireală: aici răspunde limpede 
Scriptura: “Unul dintre ostași cu sulița a împuns coasta 
Lui şi îndată a ieşit sânge ȘI apă” (loan.XIX,34), la 
care manifestare a morţii vine si întărirea soldateasca, 
adică a celor ce au văzut destule chipuri ale 
mortii.(Matei.XXVI,54, MarcuXV,39, Luca,XXI11,47) 
Iar cercetările medicale au demonstrat că nici un om 
nu ar putea trece prin astfel de patimi, precum 
Mântuitorul, fără să fi ajuns la ceasul sfârșitului 
pământesc! Dar diabolicele porniri s-au îndreptat si 
către adevărul Învierii, mintind că, mort fiind (adică 
recunosc realitatea morţii Sale), I s-a furat Trupul de 
ucenici (vezi Matei XXVIII,11-15), însă aici vine 
avalansa mărturisirilor ce susţin realitatea Învierii: cu 
mult înainte de Patimi avem; Pilda lui Iona proorocul 
pomenită de însuși Domnul (Matei XII,39-40), iar 
după ce a murit, atât ucenicii Săi susţin că a înviat, de 
la mironosiţe (Matei XXVIII,9), la cei peste 500, (I 
Corinteni XV,6), cât și “sfinţii” ieşiţi din morminte 
(Matei XXVII,52-54), ba chiar si cel ce era grozav 
prigonitor, Saul căruia I s-a arătat înviat pe drumul 
Damascului (Fapte cap, IX). 

Aşadar anul acesta, în aprilie 27 prăznuim Învierea 
Domnului nostru lisus Hristos, Biserica noastră fiind, 
Biserica Dumnezelui Celui viu, “stâlp și temelie a 
adevărului” (I Timotei 111,15). Ea este harnica și pururea 
lucrătoare spre întărirea credinţei în realitatea morţii 
şi adevărul slăvitei Învieri a Domnului, după cum 
cunoaștem și în privinţa chemării încă din vremuri 
post- apostolice: să fie cinstită “Ziua Învierii” cea numită 
si ziua Domnului, (ori pe scurt, Duminica)- Cei care 
au trăit în rânduielile cele vechi și au venit la nădejdea 
cea nouă (credinţa creștină) să nu mai ţină sâmbăta, ci 
Duminica, în care şi viata noastră a răsărit, prin El si 
prin moartea Lui (Sf. Ignatie Teoforul). Apropiindu- 
se “Ziua Învierii”, Praznicul praznicelor şi Sărbătoarea 
sărbătorilor, să insotim cu adevărată curată conştiinţă 
creştină pe al nostru Domn şi Dumnezeu prin Patimile 
cele mântuitoare spre Clipa cea plină de măreţia biruintei 
Sale, în care să ne putem saluta cu bucurie, zicând: 
“Hristos a înviat!” “Adevărat a înviat!” 

Sfintele Paşti cu bucurie, pace, belşug și lumină în 
suflete. 

Cu arhieresti şi părintești binecuvântări, * 

+ IRINEU 
Episcop-Vicar al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Române 
de la Vatra. 


BSD + ADD 
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PAROHIILE DIN STATELE WASHINGTON, 
OREGON ȘI ARIZONA UREAZĂ “BUN VENIT 
PREA SFINTITULUI EPISCOP-VICAR IRINEU 


Începând cu data de 24 ianuarie 2003, din 
încredințarea Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop 
Nathaniel, Prea Sfinţitul Episcop-Vicar Irineu a efectuat 
o vizită pastoral-misionară în parohiile Episcopiei 
noastre din statele Washington, Oregon și Arizona. 
Ca întotdeauna, prezenţa unui ierarh într-o parohie 
este un prilej de bucurie și sărbătoare pentru comunitatea 
locală a credincioşilor, și această vizită arhierească a 
fost așteptată cu nerăbdare de către preoţii și credincioșii 
locului. 

Prea Sfinţitul Episcop, însoţit de Prea Cuviosul 
Părinte Ierodiacon Sebastian, au sosit la Portland unde 
au fost întâmpinați la aeroport de către Prea Cucernicii 
Părinţi Romulus Barr și Vasile Muntean și reprezentanţi 
ai consiliilor parohiale. Înconjurat de preoți si diaconi, 
a doua zi, sâmbătă, 25 ianuarie, Prea Sfintia Sa a slujit 
slujba Vecerniei Mari de Sâmbătă seara la Parohia 
Sfânta Maria după care a rostit cuvânt de învățătură $1 
îndrumare sufletească pentru mulțimea de credincioși 
prezentă. Vlădicul a încurajat pe cei prezenţi să fie 
exemple creștine, demne de urmat, mai buni și iertători 
ca oameni în această lume plină de ispite $i încercări. 
La sfârşitul slujbei, în sunetul clopotelor si al cântării 
imnului arhieresc, Prea Sfintia Sa a binecuvântat 
credincioşii, fiind apoi condus de către Preotul Paroh 
Romulus Barr la sala socială unde a urmat o agapă 
crestineasca pentru cei prezenţi în cinstea ierarhului 
oaspete. 


Glendale, Arizona 


Luându-și rămas bun si multumind tuturor pentru 
frumoasa primire şi găzduire în această parohie, Prea 
Sfinţitul Irineu a continuat drumul vizitelor sale 
pastorale, poposind în cealalată parohie din zonă, 
“Pogorârea Duhului Sfânt” din Oregon City, păstorită 
de către Prea Cucernicul Părinte Vasile Muntean. 
Duminică dimineaţa, 26 ianuarie, Vlădica Irineu, a 
fost întâmpinat după cuviinţă, la intrarea noului locaș 
de rugăciune al comunităţii de către Părintele Paroh 
Vasile Muntean. Sfânta Liturghie Arhierească a fost 


Oregon City, Oregon a 
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Portland, Oregon 


slujită de către Prea Sfintia Sa, înconjurat de preotul 
paroh şi ierodiaconul Sebastian. În cadrul Sfintei 
Liturghii, cu ocazia împlinirii a 16 ani de la trecerea 
la cele veşnice a vrednicului de pomenire Arhiepiscop 
+ Valerian, Prea Sfintia Sa a rostit un trisaghion si 
rugăciuni de pomenire pentru cel ce a fost vrednicul 
ierarh, Ariepiscopul Valerian, părinte sufletesc al acestei 
Episcopii vreme de peste 30 de ani. În încheierea 
sfintei slujbe, ierarhul a rostit un cuvânt de învăţătură 
şi a felicitat preotul paroh, consiliul parohial şi 
credincioșii pentru frumoasa realizare în construirea 
noii biserici, care arată măsura credinţei și dragostei 
lor faţă de Bunul Dumnezeu. Consiliul parohial a 
oferit mai apoi o masă festivă cu ocazia vizitei înaltului 
oaspete. 

Luni, 27 ianuarie, Prea Sfintia Sa a avut o întâlnire 
cu membrii Consiliului Parohial al Bisericii “Pogorârea 
Duhului Sfânt” unde au fost discutate probleme în 
legătură cu lucrările de finalizare ale bisericii si de 
construire a unei săli sociale. Vlădicul a încurajat 
membrii Consiliului Parohial să fie exemple demne 
de urmat tuturor credincioşilor, prin a dovedi 
corectitudine, înţelegere $i colaborare pentru bunul 
mers al Bisericii pe acest continent. 

Pe durata şederii Prea Sfinţiei Sale în această zonă, 
au fost vizitate unele locașuri de cult și mânăstiri : 
Mânăstirea de călugări benedictină “Sfântul Inger” şi 
mânăstirea Romano-Catolică de maici “La Grotte”, 
acestea fiind centre de spiritualitate pentru comunitatea 
creștină romano-catolică din zonă. 

În ajunul praznicului Sfinţilor Trei Ierarhi, Prea 
Sfintia Sa a slujit slujba privegherii cu litie, la Misiunea 
cu același nume din Seattle, Washington, cu ocazia 
sărbătoririi hramului. lar în însuși ziua praznicului, 
Prea Sfinţitul Episcop a slujit Sfânta Liturghie 
Arhierească fiind înconjurat de către Prea Cucernicul 
Părinte Paroh loan Cătană, Prea Cucernicul Părinte 
Ioan Andrisoaia, care a venit de la Vancouver pentru 
această ocazie si Prea Cucernicul Părinte Vadim, 
parohul Bisericii Rusesti unde Misiunea ţine sfintele 
slujbe, si Prea Cuviosul Părinte Ierodiacon Sebastian. 
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Seattle, Washington 


Cu acest prilej, în cuvântul său de învăţătură, Prea 
Sfintia Sa a scos în evidenţă importanţa celor Trei 
Stâlpi ai Ortodoxiei și rolul lor în lumea creştină ca 
învățători ai Bisericii şi ca exemple de urmat pentru 
misionarismul creștin ortodox de pe acest continent. 
La sfârșitul sfintelor slujbe Misiunea a oferit un banchet 
tuturor oaspeţilor cu ocazia hramului. Spre seara 
aceleiași zile, Prea Sfinţitul Irineu a avut o întâlnire 
cu o parte din membrii Consiliului Misiunii la reședința 
familiei Nick Mureşan, care s-a dovedit a fi o gazdă 
tradițional românească. 

Vizita arhierească a Prea Sfinţiei Sale a luat sfârșit 
în partea'de nord-vest a ţării si în ziua de 31 ianuarie, 
vlădica s-a îndreptat spre sud unde a poposit în parohiile 
din statul Arizona. Ajungând în zona deșertului, a fost 
întâmpinat de către cler şi credincioși cu mare bucurie. 
Primul popas, în ziua de | februarie, l-a făcut la 
Misiunea Sfânta Cuvioasă Paraschiva din Phoenix, 
unde alături de Prea Cucernicul Părinte Paroh Vasile 
Pârău şi clerul din zonă, Prea Sfintia Sa a slujit slujba 
Privegherii cu litie pentru praznicul împărătesc al 

Cont. la pag. 20 


Mânăstirea Sf. Antonie, Florence, Arizona 
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CEA Mat NOUA MISIUNE DIN EPISCOPIA 
NOASTRĂ A PRIMIT VIZITA PASTORALA A 
EPISCOPULUI- VICAR IRINEU 


În zilele de 15 si 16 februarie 2003, cu binecuvântarea 
Înalt Prea Sfinţitului Arhiepiscop NATHANIEL, Prea 
Sfintitul Episcop-Vicar IRINEU a întreprins o scurtă 
vizită pastorală în cea mai tânără misiune din Episcopia 
noastră - Misiunea Sfânta Filofteia din Hagerstown, 
Maryland. Vlădicul Irineu, însoţit de către Prea Cuviosul 
Părinte Ierodiacon Sebastian și de către citetul Dan 
Hoarste au sosit în Hagerstown sâmbătă seara unde au 
fost întâmpinați de către Prea Cucernicul Părinte Nicolae 
Fadur, președintele Consiliului Misiunii Mircea Airinei 
şi un grup de consilieri ai Misiunii. 

A doua zi, duminică 16 februarie, după ce a nins 
neîncetat pe durata nopţii, Prea Sfintia Sa împreună 
cu anturajul său s-au deplasat prin nadmeti de zăpadă, 
către locul de slujire al noii Misiuni la Parohia Catolică 
Sf. Augustine din Hagerstown. In sunetul clopotelor 
si al imnului arhieresc, Prea Sfinţitul Episcop IRINEU 
a fost întâmpinat la intrarea în biserică de către Părintele 
Nicolae Fadur, membrii consiliului parohial si un bun 
număr de credincioși, care în ciuda furtunii de zăpadă, 
au reușit cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu, să participe la 
acest desosebit eveniment din viaţa noii Misiuni. 

La sfârşitul Sfintei Liturghii, Prea Sfinţitul IRINEU 
a adus noii comunităţi binecuvântarea Inalt Prea 
Sfintitului Arhiepiscop NATHANIEL oferind apoi un 


Sf. Filofteia, Hagerstown, Maryland 


cuvânt de învățătură îndemnând pe cei prezenţi să fie 
alături de preotul lor paroh la acest început de drum 
spre a se dovedi buni chivernisitori ai darului care le- 
a fost dat de la Dumnezeu. Vlădicul a încurajat noua 

Cont. la pag. 24 


Parohile Din ... cont. de ia pag. 19 


Întâmpinării Domnului. La sfârşitul slujbei, după 
împărțirea litiei și miruirea credincioşilor, Prea Sfintiul 
Episcop Irineu, a rostit un frumos cuvânt de suflet şi 
mulțumire gazdelor. 

În însuşi ziua marelui praznic al Întâmpinarii 
Domnului, la 2 februarie, Prea Sfinţitul Episcop a 
slujit Sfânta Liturghie la Biserica Sfântul loan 
Botezătorul din Glendale, Arizona, fiind înconjurat de 
un sobor de preoţi format din Prea Cucernicul Părinte 
Paroh Gheorghe Libotean, Prea Cucernicii Părinţi Virgil 
Suciu, Filimon Bărbos, Vasile Pârău şi Prea Cuviosul 
Părinte lerodiacon Sebastian. Răspunsurile la Sfânta 
Liturghie au fost date de noul înființat cor bărbătesc, 
condus de către Părintele Arhidiacon Dan Ungureanu. 
Sărbătoarea s-a încheiat cu un banchet festiv şi un 
program folcloric ardelenesc oferit de către talentatii 
artişti ai acestei parohii. 

Pe durata şederii, gazdele au oferit o scurtă vizită 
oaspetelui la câteva din centrele de atracţie si de 
spiritualitate din această zonă. În sunet de clopot, 
Prea Sfinţitul Episcop-Vicar Irineu, a fost întâmpinat 
la Mânăstirea Grecească Sfântul Antonie cel Mare din 
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deșertul Arizonei, de către Prea Cuviosul Părinte Staret 
Paisios. lerarhul şi alaiul său au fost conduși în biserica 
mare a mânăstirii unde s-au închinat la Sfântul Altar 
si la raclele cu sfinte moaşte, după care a efectuat un 
mic tur în cadrul mânăstirii intretinand convorbiri cu 
vietuitorii sfântului aşezământ. În după amiaza aceleiași 
zile, sub duiosul sunet al clopotelor din desert, ierarhul 
şi-a luat rămas bun de la Părintele Staret si de la 
vieţuitorii mânăstirii, multumindu-le pentru primire 
$i promițând o reîntoarcere într-un viitor apropiat. 
Intorcându-se la centrul eparhial de la Vatra 
Românească, Prea Sfinţitul Episcop-Vicar Irineu, a 
prezentat Inalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop Nathaniel, 
realizările constatate în parohiile si misiunile vizitate. 
Cu nădejdea că această vizită pastoral-misionară a 


fost de folos, zidire duhovnicească şi întărire a Bisericii 


noastre Ortodoxe din America, rugăm pe Bunul 
Dumnezeu să binecuvinteze dragostea şi bunătatea 
tuturor preoţilor si credincioșilor care au primit cu 
multă căldură și ospitalitate pe Prea Sfinţitul Episcop- 
Vicar Irineu, în prima sa vizită pastorală din această 
parte a Statelor Unite. Întru multi si rodnici ani de 
slujire sfântă, Prea Sfintite Părinte! % 


Ierodiacon Sebastian 


î.. mami 
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„DE CE PAșTELE CATOLICILOR CADE MAI 
INAINTE DE CEL AL ORTODOCȘILOR ŞI CAT 
SE POATE ÎNTINDE ACEASTĂ DIFERENŢĂ? 


Intre Paștele catolicilor si cel al ortodocșilor există 
totdeauna o diferenţă de timp care poate merge de la 
o săptămână până la cinci săptămâni. Diferenţa aceasta 
este pusă în legătură cu două realităţi care sunt luate 
în considerare la fixarea datei Paştelui din fiecare an 
şi anume: calendarul și regula de calculare a datei 
Paștelui, stabilită la Sinodul I ecumenic de la Niceea, 
din anul 325. 

Dacă ne referim la primul aspect, trebuie să precizăm 
de la început că în Biserica Romano-Catolică, precum 
şi în cele protestante, se întrebuințează calendarul 
iulian alcătuit la anul 46 î.d.Hr., îndreptat prin reforma 
Papei Grigore al XIII-lea, la 1582, calendar cunoscut 
sub denumirea de “stil nou.” În Bisericile Ortodoxe se 
întrebuinţează cele două variante ale aceluiaşi calen- 
dar iulian şi anume varianta veche, neîndreptată sau 
“stilul vechi” şi cea nouă, îndreptată sau stilul nou, 
adoptată de Bisericile Ortodoxe după 1923. Bisericile 
care nu și-au îndreptat calendarul, rămânând la stilul 
vechi, sunt: Patriarhia Ierusalimului, Biserica Ortodoxă 
Rusă şi Biserica Ortodoxă Sârbă, la care se adaugă 
călugării de la mănăstirile din Muntele Athos. Acestea 
tin sărbătorile cu data fixă şi cele cu data schimbătoare, 
legate de Paști, după calendarul iulian neîndreptat, 
rămas în urmă cu 13 zile. Celelalte Biserici Ortodoxe 
care şi-au îndreptat calendarul ţin sărbătorile cu data 
fixă după stilul nou, iar cele cu data schimbătoare, în 
funcţie de Paști, după pascalia stilului vechi, dar le 
însemnează în calendarul de perete după stilul nou. 

Cât priveşte al doilea aspect, Sinodul I ecumenic de 
la Niceea (325) a stabilit ca Paștele să se fixeze dupa 
următoarea regulă: El va fi serbat mereu în zi de 
Duminică. Această Duminică va fi prima de după 
luna plină de după echinocțiul de primăvară, stabilit 
la 21 martie. Dacă această Duminică ar coincide cu 
Paștele iudaic, cel creștin se amână cu o Duminică. 
Conform regulii de la Niceea, Paștele poate cădea 
într-un interval de 35 de zile, adică între 22 martie şi 
25 aprilie, stilul vechi, ceea ce corespunde cu 4 aprilie 


“şi 8 mai, după stilul nou. 


Prima diferenţiere apare aşadar între cele două mari 
grupuri de Biserici, catolice şi ortodoxe, din faptul că 
ele întrebuinţează calendare diferite, care le separă la 
distanţa de 13 zile. Deci, Paştele ortodox va fi mereu 
după cel catolic care este stabilit corect, după regula 
de la Niceea si după calculele astronomice cu care 
este de acord calendarul nou pe care îl întrebuinţează. 

A doua diferenţiere provine din faptul că fixarea 
datei Pastelui este în legătură cu luna plină de după 
echinoctiu. Dacă a trecut prima lună plină pe care 
calculul ortodox o pierde datorită întârzierii lui de 13 
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zile, atunci se așteaptă următoarea lună plină, după 
care se fixează Duminica Paștelui. 

De aceea, diferența merge uneori până la cinci 
săptămâni, fiind datorată atât rămânerii în urmă a 
calendarului iulian neîndreptat, cu 13 zile, cât şi nevoii 
de a aștepta următoarea lună plină de după Paştele 
catolic. Asa, de exemplu, dacă într-un an, luna plină 
pascală de după echinocțiul de primăvară a avut loc în 
ziua de joi, 27 martie, înseamnă că Duminica următoare 
trebuie serbat Paștele catolic, adică pe 30 martie. Cum 
Bisericile Ortodoxe sunt în urmă cu 13 zile, ele scapă 
această lună plină, fiind nevoite să aștepte pe următoarea 
care va avea loc peste aproape 29 de zile, deci vineri, 
25 aprilie. Prima duminică după această lună plină va 
fi Paştele ortodox, adică 27 aprilie. Dacă diferenţa de 
la echinocțiul de primăvară până la luna plină este 
mai mare de 13 zile, atunci diferenţa dintre Paştele 
catolic și ortodoxe va fi mult mai mică, ajungând 
până la o săptămână. 

Coincidenta dintre Paștele catolic şi cel ortodox, în 
unii ani, în actuala situaţie calendaristică a Ortodoxiei, 
este întâmplătoare. Se nutrește speranţa că această 
situaţie .calendaristică din sânul Bisericilor Ortodoxe 
este provizorie și că ea se va îndrepta o dată cu primirea 
calendarului îndreptat de către toate Bisericile Ortodoxe. 
Atunci nu vom mai fi nevoiţi să folosim un calendar 
mixt, adică cel vechi, pentru Paști și sărbătorile legate 
de el, si cel nou, pentru sărbătorile cu data fixă, ci 
vom întrebuința un singur calendar nou, îndreptat si 
corect din punct de vedere științific, care ne-ar ingadul 
să serbăm Paștele după regula de la Niceea, între 22 
martie si 25 aprilie ale stilului nou, asa cum fac 
Bisericile și confesiunile apusene. S-ar întătura astfel 
şi acele tabele pascale, calculate greșit în privința 
datei echinoctiului si lunii pline pascale, care stau la 
baza fixării actuale a datei Pastelui ortodox, care au și 
ele rolul de a accentua diferenţa dintre Paștele catolic 
şi ortodox. 

În felul acesta s-ar ajunge la unitatea întregii 
creştinătăţi în privința datei serbării celei mai mari 
sărbători creştine — Invierea Mântuitorulul — 
împlinindu-se şi porunca divinulul Învățător “ca toţi 
să fie una” măcar în acest mare eveniment creștin, dar 
şi hotărârea Sinodului I ecumenic. Uniformizarea datei 
Paștelui nu poate fi concepută azi, când creștinătatea 
este divizată, decât prin adoptarea aceluiași calendar 
de către toţi creștinii. % 
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O carte pe lună 


AUREL SASU, CAZUL POLICARP MORUȘCA, 
EDITURA Limes, CLUJ-NAPOCA, 2002 


Deşi în majoritatea cazurilor cărţile lui Aurel Sasu 
se adresează specialiștilor (istorie, filologie, sociologie) 
ele sunt scrise în stilul captivant al condeiului de har 
miruit, cucerind cititorul din primele pagini. Talentului 
de slovă cultivată i se adaugă milităreasca disciplină 
de cercetător ştiinţific. Mă refer la vechile documente 
românești (în cazul de fata cele din America) asupra 
cărora autorul s'a aplecat cu reverență de pelerin. Foi 
galbene ca frunzele de toamnă. Pe o pagină sunt nişte 
stropi de lumânare. Oare or fi căzut peste slove ca un 
sigiliu de Vinere Mare? Poate că asa a fost să fie. 
Aurel Sasu nu le “curăţă” cu unghia, ci le lasă acolo 
semn de lacrimă, dar si de făclie. Semn de veac. Cine 
a fost Policarp Morusca? Opera de cercetător dedicată 
de Aurel Sasu românilor de peste ocean cuprinde șapte 
cărți. În două dintre ele “Drumul vieţii” (Editura Atos, 
București, 2001) și “Cazul Policarp Morușca” (Editura 
Limes, Cluj-Napca, 2002) se ocupă în mod special de 
primul episcop ortodox român din America. E vorba 
numai de o lucrare bio-bibliografică, o monografie a 
unei episcopii sau de ceva mai mult, ceva care trebuie 
citit prin rânduri? 

“Textele vorbesc de la sine despre visele unui om și 
despre tragedia timpului. Am intenţionat, ne 
mărturiseşte autorul, şi, in parte, cred că am reuşit să 
organizez o cronologie de fapte , încercări și năzuinţe. 
Practic, un roman epistolar. O bătălie, actuală încă, 
pentru biruinţa înţelegerii, a binelui şi a iubirii 
crestinesti.” De fapt, prin această confesiune Aurel 
Sasu ne duce cu gândul la ceea ce este istoria un 
abecedar al timpurilor care să ne înveţe, din experienţele 
trecute, cum să ne gândim viitorul, istoria nefiind 
numai 0 adunare de evenimente și date (domeniul 
arhivarilor), ci ea este coloana vertebrală a unei naţiuni, 
cea care oferă omului un sens eshatologic spre bine, 


spre un imperativ al luminii si o împăraţie a iubirii 


dintre oameni. 

„Episcopul Policarp este primul care organizează 
viaţa religioasă ortodoxă pentru românii din America 
așa cum cereau canoanele Bisericii. O Biserică Ortodoxă 

pone rească şi să aducă rod chiar dacă este 

„vlăst din co sata care este Hristos. Vita de vie 

I un Ruga Poot a creşte; i sus şi anu 
Ace 


ocrotitoare cum adună closca cea bună pe toţi puișorii 
săi pe toate comunităţile bisericești” ca astfel toți 
românii “să formeze în jurul părintelui lor sufletesc o 
cât mai puternică unitate etnică de credinţă strămoșească 
şi un centru luminos de cultură și de viaţă românească”. 
Înființează revista “Solia” În acelaşi an pune bazele 
resedintei episcopale “Vatra Românească” din Jack- 
son, Michigan, având ca scop de a fi centru de educaţie 
naţional-religioasă pentru copii și adulţi, mănăstire, 
scoala pentru cântăreţi bisericaste, azil pentru bătrâni. 
În 1936 vizitează toate parohiile ortodoxe româneşti, 
în unele comunităţi observând cu durere “patimile 
pustiitoare”, “oarba neunire”, “buruiana neînțelegerilor” 
făcând mereu si mereu apel la dragoste, la înfrățire, la 
unitate creștină și de neam, la colaborare armonică și 
solicitând: tuturor “să punem capăt frământărilor 
nefolositoare, care ne dezbina, ne faramitesc şi ne 
sleiesc puterile. Să ne îmbrăcăm în omul cel nou şi să 
plecăm genunchii inimilor noastre în rugăciune 
fierbinte, jurând să ne infratim forțele în armonică 
colaborare, să ne canalizăm toate energiile noastre la 
muncă intelegatoare şi pașnică în Hristos, cu Hristos 
și pentru Hristos şi pentru binele neamului nostru.” 
In munca lui misionară avea să se lovească de 
ostilitatea unor grupuri. În câteva rânduri Aurel Sasu 
reușește să surprindă si să caracterizeze întreaga reţea 
de polemici și intrigi îndreptate împotriva lui Policarp 
Morusca: “Orgolii, adevăruri și istorie, toate amestecate 
în ceea ce “Gazeta Transilvaniei” numea, în 1935, 
“lupte regretabile între fraţii de același neam”. La care 


se va fi adăugat, cu siguranţă, relaţiile tensionate între — 


grupuri religioase în interiorul comunității româneşti 
(prozelitismul, calendarul, etc.), miza câștigării 
tineretului în efortul de consolidare al Bisericii şi, 
evident, reacţia altor denominatiuni etnice la fenomenul 
de recrudescenta a romanismului pe pamant Ameri- 


can.” ( p.6). În acest context “ceea ce i s-a întâmplat 


nu priveşte doar destinul unui om, ci a unei instituţii 


naţionale reprezentative a românilor-americani, iar. 


absurda încheiere a misiunii sale a avut urmări asupra 
unei lungi istorii de frământări, polemici și conflicte, 
abil piine pei durata E o S totalitar 
Pepa ae: loc îi : | 
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lângă autorităţi pentru a-i facilita întoarcerea la scaunul 
său de episcop canonic al românilor din America. În 
1950 preotul Andrei Moldovan este ales “de către un 
grup de preoţi” si hirotonit de Patriarhie ca succesor al 
Episcopului Policarp Moruşca la cârma Episcopiei de 
Vatra pe care nereușind să o captureze crează o a doua 
Episcopie românească având sediul la Detroit, 
subordonată Bucureştiului. Congresul Episcopiei de 
la Vatra din 1952 alege ca episcop auxiliar (vicar) pe 
Valerian Trifa considerându-l pe Policarp Morusca, 
în continuare, ca episcop canonic titular. Printre 
documentele din această carte ne oprim la scrisoarea 
din 28 septembrie 1950 adresată de Episcopul Policarp 
Mitropolitului Nicolae Bălan din care cităm: “Înalt 
Prea Sfintite, aflu că ar fi fost chemat în ţară părintele 
Andrei Moldovan spre a fi hirotonit arhiereu. Din 
scrisorile pe care le-am trimis Înalt Prea Sfinţiei Tale, 
spre orientare asupra situaţiei din America, sper că ai 
desprins intentiunea de a se organiza o a doua 


«Episcopie independentă» acolo, cum s-a mai întâmplat 
și la alte neamuri ortodoxe din America. Crede Sf. 
Sinod că este în interesul românilor noştri această 
dezbinare? Dacă părintele Moldovan nu este alesul 
Episcopiei organizată de mine și nu are acte în bună 
regulă, trimiterea lui acolo va întâmpina împotrivire. 
Şi Biserica noastră va fi faramitata și umilită în fata 
celorlalte neamuri...” 

Avertismentului nu i s'a dat nici o importanță de 
către regimul communist si astfel au urmat, cum 
comentează în final Aurel Sasu “peste cinci decenii de 
«frământări deşarte», învrăjbiri şi regretabile conflicte, 
la capătul cărora stă, în sfârșit, semnul de lumină al 
apropierii. Invocarea, în acest context, a vieţii și lucrării 
misionare a celui dintâi chemat la opera de zidire 
sufletească are valoarea de simbol a întoarcerii la noi 
înşine, la pacea cu noi înșine” (p. 244). % 

Pr. Dr. Dumitru Ichim 
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Izvorul Tămăduirii Sfinţii Împărați Constantin și Elena 


În fiecare an, în ziua de Vineri din Săptămâna 
Luminată (Săptămâna Paștelui) se sărbătoreşte Izvorul 
tămăduirii, adică “sfinţirea bisericii Preasfintei Stăpânei 
noastre a Maicii lui Dumnezeu, a izvorului celui de 
viata purtător. Şi se mai face şi pomenirea minunilor 
celor mai presus de fire, care s-au săvârşit de Maica 
lui Dumnezeu în acest sfânt locas.” (Penticostar, 
Sinaxar) 

Iată ce scrie în Penticostar despre minunea săvârşită 
lângă Constantinopol, în faţa lui Leon cel Mare, înainte 
ca el să devină împărat: Leon “umblând prin locurile 
acelea a dat peste un orb rătăcit şi l-a luat de mână 
să-l călăuzească. Şi ajungând aproape de locul unde 
s-a ridicat mai târziu biserica, orbul a fost cuprins de 
o sete arzătoare şi l-a rugat pe Leon să-i dea apă ca 

„să-i astâmpere setea. Iar Leon, pătrunzând în desisul 
din apropiere, căuta apă; căci pe atunci locul acela era 
acoperit cu tot felul de arbori $i verdeață creștea pe el 
şi negăsind acolo apă s-a întors întristat. Dar pe când 
se întorcea, i-a sunat în urechi glas de sus, care i-a zis: 
“Nu este nevoie să te ostenești, Leoane, căci apa este 
aproape.” Dar întorcându-se din nou, Leon căuta. Şi 

ostenindu-se iarăşi mult, din nou a auzit glasul acela, 
care i-a zis: “Pătrunde, Leone Împărate, mai adânc în 
pădurea aceea și luând cu mâinile apă tulbure, potoleste 
setea orbului si apoi unge cu ea ochii cei intunecati; şi 
vei cunoaşte îndată cine sunt eu, care sălășluiesc aici 
de multă vreme.” A făcut deci Leon precum îi spusese 
glasul si îndată orbul a început să vadă. Şi ajungând 

Leon împărat, potrivit proorociei Maicii Domnului, a 
zidit lângă acel izvor, cu multe cheltuieli biserica ce 
se vede și astăzi.” La această biserică s-au făcut și 
încă se mai fac multe minuni. Iată doar una dintre ele. 
Un om din Tesalia călătorind spre biserica aceasta, 
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aflându-se încă în corabie, a simţit că o să moară. 
Atunci i-a rugat pe corăbieri să-l îngroape lângă biserică; 
dar mai întâi să toarne trei ciuturi de apă din Izvorul 
Tămăduirii peste el. Corăbirii au făcut cum au fost 
rugaţi şi, spre uimirea şi bucuria tuturor, omul cel 
mort a înviat. După mult timp, odată, când biserica 
era gata să se prăbuşească, oamenii au văzut-o pe 
Maica Domnului sprijinind biserica până când toţi cei 
dinăuntru au ieşit afară, dincolo de pericol. Biserica a 
fost reconstruită. 

În fiecare an, pe 21 Mai se sărbătoresc Sfinţii Împărați 
Constantin şi Elena. Mama Sfântului Constantin este 
aceea care prin credinţa şi truda ei avea să devină 
Sfânta Elena, iar tatăl său era Constanțiu Clor, ajutorul 
Împăratului Maximian Hercule. “Si avea Constanțiu 
sub stăpânirea sa întinse ţinuturi: Galia, Spania şi 
Britania. Dar, pe când in toate părţile împărăției creștinii 
îndurau cele mai crunte prigoniri, în ţinuturile sale, 
Constanțiu nu numai că a oprit orice prigoană împotriva 
lor, ci socotindu-i cei mai cinstiţi dintre cetăţeni, îi 
folosea pe creştini la cârmuirea treburilor 
împărăției.” (Proloagele). După moartea lui Constanțiu 
vine în locul lui fiul său Constantin. Maxentiu îl atacă 
pe Constantin, iar acesta, cu o armată mult mai mică 
decât a vrăjmașului său, pleacă la luptă rugându-se la 
Dumnezeu pentru ajutor. Şi iată că ziua, în amiaza 
mare, a apărut pe cer o cruce de lumină, iar dedesubt 
scria: “Prin acest semn vei învinge”. De asemenea, 
Sfântul Constantin a avut un vis în care Domnul nostru 
lisus Hristos îl sfătuia să pună semnul crucii pe steag. 
Sfântul Constantin a pus semnul crucii pe steaguri si 
aşa a câştigat războiul. Devenind împărat al Romei, 
Sfântul Constantin a dat “Edictul de la Milan” prin 

Cont. la pag. 24 
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Cont. de la pag. 23 

care se oprea prigonirea creștinilor şi se dădea libertatea 

credinţei. În anul 325 împăratul Constantin a convocat 

Sinodul de la Niceea unde s-au strâns episcopii creștini 

din lumea întreagă acuzând erezia lui Arie si formulând 

cea mai mare parte din Simbolul Credinței (Crezul), 
rugăciune care cuprinde esenţa credinţei noastre $1 
care se spune la fiecare Liturghie si la fiecare botez. 

Sfântul Constantin i-a dat tot ajutorul mamei sale 
Sfânta Elena să meargă la Ierusalim pe urmele 
Mântuitorului. Aici ea a găsit locul unde a fost răstignit 
Domnul nostru lisus Hristos, a găsit crucea pe care a 
fost răstignit, a găsit Sfântul Mormânt. Prin truda 
Sfintei Elena si cu banii dati de Sfântul Constantin 
s-au zidit multe biserici printre care: Biserica Sfântului 
Mormânt (Anastasis), Biserica din Betleem, Biserica 
din Nazaret. 

De la numele Sfântului Constantin vine numele 
oraşului Constantinopol acesta fiind de fapt cetatea 
Bizanţ “împodobită cu tot felul de palate ca o adevărată 
nouă Romă creștină” (Proloage). Sfânta Elena a murit 
în anul 327, iar Sfântul Constantin, zece ani mai târziu, 
în anul 337. 

Întrebări pentru părinți: 

— Sfântul Constantin, cât era el de împărat, nu a 
plecat la luptă fără să ceară ajutorul lui Dumnezeu 
si a câştigat războiul cu semnul crucii. Deci cine 
suntem noi, să așteptăm să facem lucruri importante 
fără să cerem ajutorul lui Dumnezeu și să pornim 
în viaţă fără să facem semnul crucii? Am văzut 
deunăzi un băieţel cu un lantisor de gât și de 
lănţişor atârna ceva ca un ardei lunguiet. “Ce e 
asta?” l-am întrebat. “Lucky charm (obiect cu 
noroc)!” mi-a răspuns el, cu mândrie. Şi m-am 
întristat: cum nu a ştiut mama lui, femeie bună de 
felul ei, să-i pună la gât o cruce şi să-l înveţe pe 
copil că singurul lucru din lume care te poate 
apăra este crucea? 

— De ce uităm să-i învăţăm pe copii nostri să-și facă 
cruce dimineaţa, când se scoală, să-și facă cruce 
înainte să mânânce, să-şi facă cruce când pleacă 
de acasă, să-şi facă cruce înainte de a începe un 
lucru important, să-şi facă cruce înainte să se 
culce, să-și facă cruce când vor să reziste unei 
tentaţii? 

— De ce ne-am dezobișnuit noi (şi copiilor noștri 
nici măcar nu le-am spus) să facem semnul crucii 
când trecem prin dreptul unei biserici? Ne temem 


că o să râdă lumea de noi? Dar de Noe nu au râs 


oamenii? Şi ce s-a ales de cei ce au râs? Nu trăim 
pe vremea prigoanelor asupra creștinilor. Suntem 
doar influenţaţi de amortirea spirituală (ca să nu 
‘spun moartea spirituală) a lumii în care trăim. 
Părinţi, dacă vă iubiţi copiii prindeti curaj! Dati-le 


copiilor voştri bogăţia cea mai mare pe care le-o puteţi 


da, arma cea mai puternică, invatati-i să-și facă semnul 
crucii și să iubească crucea și să ştie că numai crucea 


24 RUGA -VĂ ŞI LU: JUNITATE OR’ e: ett. 
TI-VAS RR al n lap oi pa SOLIA MAY 


îi poate ajuta. Oricât nu vrem să ne gândim la asta, 
într-o zi copii noștri vor ajunge în fata Judecătorului 
divin care îi va întreba “de ce ai neglijat semnul crucii?” 
iar voi, părinţii veţi fi acuzaţi: “de ce nu 1-ati învăţat 
pe copii voştri să se închine si să alerge la cruce ori 
de câte ori au nevoie? De ce i-ati lăsat prada diavolului” 
Fie ca Dumnezeu să ne dea putere să ne îndeplinim 
datoria de părinţi asa cum se cuvine! % 

Maica Preoteasă 


Cea Mai Nouă see Cont. de la pag. 20 


comunitate oferindu-le ca pilde pe înaintaşii din istorie 
care au rămas nemuritori prin ceea ce au făcut în 
slujba Sfintei Biserici. Iar ca semn de amintire a acestei 
vizite a oferit Părintelui Paroh o icoană a Sfântului 
Mare Mucenic Gheorghe, spre a le fi izbăvitor de tot 
răul pe drumul deschis înainte. 

Urmând tradiționalul obicei de găzduire românească, 
Misiunea Sfânta Filofteia a oferit o masă bogată in 
cinstea vizitei ierarhului unde toţi cei prezenţi au avut 
prilejul să se bucure de bunatatile tradiţionale românesti 
pregătite de vrednicele doamne. La masă, toți cei 
prezenţi au avut ocazia de a discuta mai îndeaproape 
cu Vlădicul, cerându-i sfatul părintesc și binecuvântarea 
sa, ca încurajări pe drumul pe care l-au început. 

Luându-și rămas bun și multumind părintelui paroh, 
consiliului si tuturor celor prezenţi, pentru ospitalitate 
şi frumoasa primire, Vlădicul a plecat cu o impresie 
frumoasă de la aceasta tânără Misiune, impresie pe 
care o va împărtăşi Înalt Prea Sfintitului Arhiepiscop 
NATHANIEL. La plecare, deși cu o zi mai târziu din 
cauza zăpezii - a făgăduit o reîntoarcere la Misiunea 
Sfânta Filofteia într-un viitor apropiat, binecuvântând 
şi urând pace, răbdare și bunăvoire în slujba Sfintei 
Biserici Ortodoxe în America. * 

Citet Dan Hoarste 
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